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Continusd fiom No. 49. 
approbation at the course pursued by the gentie- 
man from Mississippi. 

There was a reimark of his colleague (Mr. Meri- 
WETHER] !o Wh.ch he cond not assent. It was, 
that Massachusetts and Maine might do what they 
liked; he wou!d not interfere. He knew not what 
migit be the precise opinions of his colleague as 
to the right of the ma ales; cd if he urders'ood him 
as admitting that any State | right to dismem- 


ver and seijl her aan. he could not con- 
vent to such a doctrine. The circumstances 
cf his own section of the Union would 
alone forbid acquiescence in any such idea. 


Suppose Fiorida, on becoming a State, were to 
sell aad surrendera portion ef us territory to 
Britain: could he, a: a citizen of Georgia, 
to it, and remain in the Union? Never; and for 
the obvious reason, that Florida would then have 
the power to iatroduce a hostile band into ear terri- 
tory at any moment. 


But, in addition to the arsple reasons assigned 
by the gen leman from Miss issippi (Mr. Gwin] for 
a departure from the dcetecmination h2retotore en- 
tered into by the House, in relation to the appro- 
priations forthe army d ating the present year, he 
would siate one other. In voting for a re daction 
of the army, he had done so without a distinet 
knowledce of what regimen: of dragoons it was 
that was raised in 1836. Since giving that vote, 
he had undersiood ihat it was one of the most 

valuab!: portions of the army—the regiment com- 
manded by Colonel Twiggs and Major Harney, 
which was the only ene thet had ever hung an 
Indian in Florida. Had ‘e known this at the 
time, he should have voted for the reduction in a 
modified form, and excepting that branch from the 
effect of the vote. 

Mr. ANDREWS oiained th ” r, ard moved 
that the coinmittee rise, - ha view to the adop- 
tion of a resolution for taking the 2 bill out of com- 
mittee.) 


tre al 


as eree 


The quesuon was laxen, an 
noes 44. No quorum. 

The commitiee then rose 
reported the faet to the 


1 resulted—ayes 38, 


, e@ necésvila'e rei, and 
‘douse, Ww hen, 
Mr. J. P. KENNEDY, 


t-past 2 o’cleck. 


On motion of 
adjoura 


the House 


d—ha} 

{When the biil regulating tho rates of pcstage 
and correcting «buses in ihe vost office system was 
up in the Senate, on Satu.day, Mr. Woopsury 
mace some remark-, which were accidentally cmit- 
ted. Taey are now inserted | 

Mr. WOODBURY opposed ‘he reduction of post- 
age last named, because they were not to be mace 
op, like tae first reduction, by any corresponding 
increase elsewhere. 

Here we had the officiz! and responsible opinion 
of the department, that no loss would happen by 
the first changes; but we had not apy such opinion 
as {0 ihe last ones, 

If the present rates in the ast cases were very 
high, a reduction of them, on the free-'rade prin 
ciple, might not diminish the ageregate revenue 
received. But those rates were noi high. Nobcdy 
who would send levers usuder the proposed rates, 
wovld absizin under the old :ates. Like the re- 
duction of dures, ther, when already low, there 
was iikely to be clear and larve loes of revenue, 
What weuld be ine result in such a case? The 
ispartment would, at the next session, come here 
to be paid from ihe aoe ‘reasury and general 
taxes—mere arrearages—to the tane of another 
quarter or bal: ae And it would say the 
blame was curs, for hastily and unadvisecly taking 
away its revenue, by :hese last changes. 

He wonld not vote for them, unless the depart- 
ment, on being coaenited by the chairman, [Mr. 
Meraricx,} should sisate ihat the ievenue was not 
likely to be diminished by them 
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IN SENATE. 
Monpay, July 25, 1842. 

Mr. SMITH ot Inciana said be had received 
from the War Department documents in reiation 
to the lead mineral jiands. The committee had 
heretofore ieporied a biil on te subj2et; he, there- 
fore, asked that those documeuts migbt lie on the 
table, to accompany that bill. The subject had 
been re-examined since that bill was reported, 
which has led to the opinien that it will require 
some very considerable modification. He, there- 
fore, gave notice that when the bill came up for 
consideration, he would move a substitute for it, 
which he desired to have laid on each Senator’s 
table before that tume. Oa his motion, it was or- 
dered to be prin'ed ' 

“ir CALHOUN precenied a 
Charlesiown, Massachuseits, 
allowing a drawback on rom manufactured from 
moiasses may be repealed: laid on the table. 

The PRESIDENT pro tem. laid before the Sen- 
ate acommunication from the Treasury Depart- 
ment, reporting, in compliance with a resolution of 
the Senate of the 9h instant, a statement of the 
amount of the receipts and expenditures for the 
first half year of 1842. 

On motion cf Mr. WOODBURY, ordered to lie 
on the table, and be printed. 

Mr. SMiTH of fadiane, from the Committee on 
Public Lands, repor ed back, without amendment, 
House bill entited An act granting pre-emption 
rights to settlers on the Dubuque claim (so called) 
in the Yerritory of go 

Also re ported back, without amendment, House 
bill entitled An act to authorize the selection ot 
school lands, in lien of those granted to the halt- 
breeds of the Sac and Fox Indians. 

Also reported back, without amendment, House 
bill entitled An act for the relief of certain settlers 
in the Territory cf Wisconsin 

Mr. WALKER, from the Committee on Puab- 
lic Lan¢s, reported back, with utamendment, House 
bill en itled An act for the reliet of Chartes F. 
Sibbald, and recommenaing 1's hpneene: 

Mr. SMITH of Connecticut presented joint reso- 
lutions, passed by the Leg:slatare of Connecticut, 
on the sul ject of the pablic lands, and disapprov- 
ing of the distribuiion bill, on the ground that such 
an act was without the authority of the Constitu- 
tion te sustain it; and that Congress had transcend- 
ed its powers in passing it; and that its effects would 
be to degraile the States inio dependencies on the 
bounty of the Federal Government. The Sen- 
ators are ins'ructed, and Representatives requested, 
io vote fer its repeal. 

Also, from the same secures, resolutions on the 
subject ‘of ihe character of the appointments to the 
military academy at West Point. They deprecate 
the selection of so many young men—the parents 
of whom are wealthy, and able to educate them at 
their own expense—to the exclusion of meriteri- 
ous young men of poor parentage. The resoja- 
tions condemn the present management of the 
academy as a perversion of the object originally 
contemplated by its creaters; and instruct the 
Senators, and request the Representa ives from that 
State to voie for its abolishment. 

Also, from the same souree, resolutions on the 
subject of ihe bankrupt Jaw. ‘They disapprove o! 
the law; aud sy tha! it is improper, because it en- 
ables ithe debtor to discharge himself without the 
interference or cermplaint ef the creditor, They 
say that the law is re! 'rospecitve, uncenstitutional, 
and uanjusi; 2nd instruct the Senators, and request 
the Representatives from that Sta‘e to ‘effect its re- 
peal. 

Also, from the sa 


memorial from 
praying that the law 


me soures, resolu'ions on th: 
subject of the tariff. ‘Fhey declare that, previous 
to the union of the States, the several States had 
and exercised the power to jay discriminating du 
ties, with a view, in the collection of revenue, to 
protect the various iaterests of ibe Coua'ry; and as- 
sert that Congress had, since thal power was con- 
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ceded | 0 the Fe deral G. vernment, practised upen the 
same principle. They r -commend the embodying 
of that principle in the present tariff bill; and de- 
sire thatthe revenues may be collected in ready 
money, in order te avoid the evils of an expanding 
currency—a tendency to which is inevitable by @ 
system of credit duties. The resolutions instruct 
the Senators, and reque.t the Representatives, 
to vote for a discriminating tariff. 

On motion of Mr. SMITH, the resolutions were 
ali erdered to lie on the table, and be printed. 

Mr. MERRICK, from the Committee on the 
Pos! Office and Post Roads, reported a bill to regu- 
late the use and to correct the abuse of the frank- 
ing privilege; which was read, and ordered to a 
second reading. 

Mr. SRAEA, from the Committee on Claims, 
made an é nd verse report op the claim of Hiram H. 
and Wm. 3. Lewis, ‘or compensation for horses 
lest in the mititary service of the United Ssates; 
which was ordered io lie on the table, and be 
prinied. 

Mr. WRIGHT, from the Committee on Claims, 
to which had beea recommitted the House bill for 
the relief of James Tongue, John Scrivener, and 
the legal representatives of William Hodson, de- 
ceased, made a report supplementary to the ad- 
verse report heretofore made; which was ordered 
to be printed. 


Mr. WOODBRIDGE, agreeably to notice, and 
on leave, introduced a bill to apply certain alter- 
nate sections of the public domain towards the 
completion of works of internal improvement in 
the State of Michigan, and for other purposes; 
which was read twice, and referred to the Commit= 
tee on Pablic Lands. 

On motion of Mr. BAGBY, the bill reported from 
the Post Office Committee, for the relief of Ben- 
jamin F. Hard, was taken up as in committee of 
the whole; and having been explained by him, 
was reporte? to the Senate, read the third ume, 
and passed. 

The following bills, havirg been considered as 
ia committee of the whole, were reported to the 
Senate, read the third time, and passed, v 2: 

The bill expianatcry of an act entitled ‘An act 
for the relicf of Clark Woodroof,” passed May 10, 
1842; and 

House bill entitled * An act to authorize the 
Shenandoah Brilge Company at Harper’s Ferry 
lo erect a bridge on the land of the United States, 
at the town of Harper’s Ferry.” [This bill passed 
with amendments | 

House biil entiv'ed An act for the relief of the 
owners of the ship Lexington, of Nantucket, was 
taken up, as in committee of the whole, on an ad- 
verse'report of the Committee on Commerce; and 

On motion of Mr. HUNTINGTON, was indefi- 
nitely postponed. 

The bill to provide for the public engraving, 
printing, and binding, came up, as in committee of 
the whole, in i's order; and, 

On motion ot Mr. CRAFTS, was laid on the ta- 
ble. 

On motion of Mr. GRAHAM, the bill for the 
relief of the heirs of Esther Johnsen was taken up 
as in commiiiee of the who’e. 

Mr. GRAHAM explained the bill. It was a 
bill to allow to the heirs of Esther Johnson (she 
having die! since the bill was reported from the 
commitiee) a pension from the year 1831 to the 
year 1841, uncer the law of 1832, notwithstanding 
there was no epplication made fer a pension by 
Major Johnson before his death; fer whose services 
the heirs now claim the pension. 

Mr. WRIGHT had read, by the Secretary, a 
communication from the Commissioner of Pen- 
sions, giving information en the construction of 
the pension Jaws; ia which the Ccmmissioner as- 
serts that it is the invariable practice of the d«part- 
rept to grant pens.ons to the heirs, io case of the 
death of the indiv.dua!l on whose services the ap- 
plication is based. Mr. W. said, it seemed, by the 
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¢ iamunicaiion, that the pension laws had beea so 
construed, that even after the revolutionary soldier 
was dead, without his having made application for 
a pension, the widow or children can come an 
make out the proof of service, and dia‘v the pen- 
ion to which he may have been entitie!. He 
Congress could not too soon arrest a law so moi- 
strous in its effect, according to the cons'ructi 
which had been given it, and which 
was never inteaded. 

The law was intended to seevre a 
the person who performed the service, and 
never intended to be ma'e an « of inhert'- 
ance in their fam la this case, it would not 

pension, on i Ine principle S of Our pension Sys- 
em, but would be a gratuity. If this construc- 
tion was jusufied by the law, as maintained, he 
ought not te adjourn without 
a law arresting such construction. 

Mr. WO IDBURY sail the bill presen'ed 
another new question than that on which the com- 
nittee passed it. The widow of Major Johnson, 


, he believed, 


tate 


tnought UCorgress 


y 


who made the application, died since the bill was 
reported for her relief. The question now was, 
whether the children were entitled. In order that 
ihe commitiee might act on ithe new state of 


the case, and t 

» recommitied. 

Messrs. GRAHAM and BATES made some 
remarks, showing that not only the department, 
but Congress, had so construed the law as to grant 
peasions to the heirs, notwithstandirg no applica- 
tion was made by the person for whose service 
the _ sion was claimed. Mr. G. quoted the 
opinions of fermer Attorneys General, to show that 
the en had a veste : right in the pension to 
which the husband would have been entitled under 
the law 

Mr. WRIGHT made some remarks, conteading 
that the opinion of the Attorney General Wirt, al- 
luded to, had reference to navy pensions, to be 
paid out of the navy pension fund, over which 
Congress rightlully had no control, and was not 
applicable to the case now und ‘ration. 

Mr. CALHOUN hoped the bi!! would be recom- 
mitted, and that bel law under which the pension 
was claimed woulda be carefuily examined, to see 
whether it justified the construction the depart- 
ment had givenit. He maintained that there was 
no right vested in the family to a pension under 
that law. The law intended the pension as a 
bounty to the revolutionary soldier who performed 
the service, to cease at his death, and was never in- 
tended to go to his heirs. The biil, if passed, 
would make a gratuity to the children of $1,500 
for six months’ serviecs of the tather. He sincereiy 
hoped the bill would be recc mmitted s vith instruc- 
tions to report a biil to puta stop to the consirne- 
tion which had been placed on the laws. 

Mr. PHELPS was understood ontend that 
in no case had a pension been granied to the heirs, 
vithout application having been made, previous to 
his death, by the person who periormed the ser- 
vices; but there were cases where back pay 
had been allowed to the heirs, which had accu 
mulated in the treasury trom the time the pension 
was granted to the revolutionary soldier to the day 
of his death. The heirs were entitled to money 
accumulating after the pension is once granted, but 
had no inherent right to the pension. 

Mr. GRAHAM said, as other cases had been 
passed similar to this, both by Congress and the 

partment, he hop: d that this meritorious case 
would not be selected as the one on which to 
change the construction. 

Mr. WRIGHT said the construction was wrong, 
and it was the duty of Congress to atrest th2 er- 
ror on the first case on which it was brought to the 
atiention Congress. 

Mr. KING said this was a peculiar cace—one 

{ great m Tit, He was opposed to stopping, on 
inis parlicalar case, the construction given to the 
pensiva laws. He was for making the action o 
Congress on this bill conform to its previous 
action, unlil a general law be passed arresting th: 
construction which the department and Congres: 
nad acied upon. He thought it would be unjust, 
until such construction was arrested by a general 


principle, he moved that the bill 


er consi | 


} 
I 
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A ’ } ( h e ou 2 ) ' t 
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¥ PHELPS oO | 
( t i v 
{ f ’ 
rove és 
n rtirGe N oii ‘ { 
Ca a f (IRA ¥ Ea h 
now claiming \ enild re u ary 
i Wo ( ( ik A> ¢ 1, 
on . : . ) 
r were ehilaren oy a ‘Ona HuUsvan: ¢ 
Mr. GRAHAM replied teat Mrs. Jobhascn 
} ’ ' I r 
never masried after the death ot Mir. Johnson. 
7 "T . " th shy 
Mr. WRiGHT was firmly eccnvinced that the 


Senate never passed a bill of this so, 


knowingly; 





and the question was, whether It was expedient to 
pass a bill founded on an erroneous construction of 
@ rrevious law, after that error was pre-ented to 
t tteniion of the Senate. He beiteved not, and 
hoped the bill would aot be pass: d 

The questioa was then takea on Mr. Pre ps’s 
motion; and the bill was postponed Ui!l to-mor- 


row 

Engrossed bill to reduce and equalize the rat 
of postage, and to correct certain abuses under tee 
post office system. came up on its third reading. 

Mr. WOODBURY called the atiention of the 
chairman of the Post Office C [Mr. Mrr- 
RICK] to a single expression in the second section 
of the bill. ‘The bill says that all papers exceeding 
in size 1,307 square inches, sha'l be charged oae 
cent addition for every five square inches. What 
is the construction to be given toil?) Is it to be 
construed to mean Eve inches in — in breadth, 
five inches square, or five square inches, in its lit- 
eral meaning? 


Mr. M ERRICK 


mmitiec 


said that the committee had ta- 





ken one of the largest sized daily papers—the 
Journal of Commerce—which conained 1307 
square inches, as the basis; and it is iatended 
the bill thal any paper exceening that sz? coall 
pay one cent postage additional jor every (\ 
q iare inches, and not iaches square, as had beea 
: rr 
report ome ¢ € papel gn ause n 
tended to prohibit the trausportation of those i 
I 

papers. 

Mr. SIMMONS suecested to the chairman to fi 
the maximum at 1400 inches 

Mr. MERKICK was epposed to extending the 
ize. ‘Phe dimensions of the sheet fixed uP h was 


chormous 


sheet Ti 


ne ud 


too largenow. It is an 
committee were willing to allow 
te thatsize, and 
Mr. eAcrer inquired of 
he intended, by the square isch, to mean a superfi- 
cial squar et The square inch in the bill was liable 
I ed to mean a cubic inch, which was a 


them to 
notto <o beyond 


12 chairman whether 


to De COnSi ( 
square 1a¢ h. 
Mr. MERRICK 
meenta square ol 
mea otherwise, a cubic 


4 


ea. 


repiied that a square inch 
superficial measurement; if 
inch would hav 
fir. ~ said he had called at the departaye 
ince Sat ard ay last to make some inquiry 
what would be the probable effect on the revenus 
ot the cle en by persisting Ip the graduating 
seale adopted by the Senate at the mstance of the 
Senator from Rhode [Mr. Simmons} The 
Postmaster Generai fears i's effect on the revenues 
of the department wou!d be disastrous, and replied 
that he would not be held responsible for its effect. 
He believed it would considerably reduce the reve- 


nues. 


fol } 
sian 
assadey 


He caused the pay-clerk to make a calculation, 
founded on the receipis into the post office at New 
York; and it was his opinion, that, in that city 
alone, the receipts would be diminished $10,000 per 
annuum. The rate, as itcame from the committee, 
was adopted on a full conference wiih the depait- 
ment. He thoughtit was proper to consult the 
views of the depariment in legislating upon the 
subject. Tae scale proposed by the committee 
would make no reduction in the revenue, for the 
am unt which would be lost by reducing the post- 
age on one class ef letters from 124 to 10 cents, 
would be made up by increasing the rate en the 
class liable to 183 to 20 cents. This being the 
state of the case, he hoped some Senatcr who 
voted in the affirmative would move to reconsider 


a ee 





> vote on the adoption of the amendment fixing 
"Pe, ihe view to adopt the 
ra’e i 1 by Ine committes; and ihe next year, 

reyv-nues of the de- 

he further change pro- 

» adopted. The only object the com- 

t had in view, in present- 

ing th bjeet to Congress, was equalize the 

rat po ‘small federal currency, and 
not i} { 

Mr. LINN move to reconsider the vote on the 
adoption of the 1 postage; and, on bis further 
motion, the question of reconsideration was post- 
pone’ 1] rron 


OT 
Mr. Ww AL KER moved to take up the bill pro- 
v dng for the s ntof the claims arising under 
the treaty of the United States with the Choctaw 
creek. 


Indians, at Dancing Rat 
Vir. PRESTON. What! Dancing Rabbit creek! 





i move t: take up the joiat resolation providing 
that all moness pid from the treasury to extinguish 
Indian titles to land be reimbursed to the treasury 
from the proceeds of the lands 


motion of Mr. 
a count ; 


The question was pat on the 
WALKER, and it was agreed to without 
and 

The Dancing Rabbit creek bill was taken up. 
The question pendivg being the bill proposed by 
Mr. Henperscn as a substitute, and substituting 
and serip it istead of money to satisfy the claims of 


> Indians. 
Me MOREHEAD mace some remarks explana- 
tory of the bill. 


Mr. WALK ER said it had been alleged, when 
3 la =P: that the claims unsatisfied un- 
Such was not the 


tue bill wa 


sceded 1,300. 


case. Heg df om the report of Mr. Everett, 
howing that the claims di not € »>xeced 350. 


Vir. BUCHANAN 
for land, 


{ to know whether they 


voied or money, ia voting for the substi- 


Mr » WALKER renlied: For jand. 
Mi BUCHAN AN. Then I am ready to vote 





we st tute. H nanded the yeas and 
nays O vhich were ordered; and, the question 
being put, the substitute was ipted—yeas 28, 
nave 10 
fr. PHELPS made come remarks against the 

aie, which hid been adepted in the absence 
of the Senator | [Mr. Sevier] and 
himself. He said, although it had been adopted by 
a decisive vote, he eon a ees Sea 
tion. He alleged that there was something at the bot- 
tom of that substitute, shied. if the Senate knew, 
would secure iis rejection. He felt it to be his 
duty to make the motion he had heretofore made, 
to lay the bill on the table. 

Mr. SEVIER hoped sore Senator who had 
voted for the substitute would move for its recon- 

? 


sideration. 

Mr. BENTON made the motion. 
Mr. SEVIER spoke for some tims in opposition 
to the substitute. He argued thet it would do 
ereat inpuUsties to i © In 1208 if ine treaty was not 
carried out in good faith. The United States, un- 
oblained from them their lands, for 
ich she was to pay in money. The lands have 
been sold at from four to five dollars per acre, and 
the money has been placed ia the treasury; and 
now, after withholding from them for twelve years 

eir land, itis proposed to satisfy their claims with 
land or serip, lia located anywhere. He 





se treaty, 





} 
eto be 


was in favor of giving money to those who were 
willing to take it. There would be no justice or 
honesty in giving them land, that speculators 


might fatten upen it. 

If the bill, as reported 
amended by the Senate, 
them justice, and nothing more. 
ficiently guarded in all respecis to prevent frauds, 
and to protect the Government. He hoped the 
vole would be reconsidered, and that the bill of the 
committee would be passed. 

On motion of Mr. EVANS, the further consider- 
a‘ion of the biil was postponed till toemorrow. 

THE TARIFF BILL. 

On motioa of Mr. EVANS, the special order 
was taken up, which was the consideration, as in 
committee of the whole, of the House bill No. 472, 


from the committee, and 
were passed, it wonld do 
The bil! was suf- 
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“to provide reveaue from imports, and to change 
and modify existing laws imposing duties on im- 
ports, and for o'her purposes.” 

' The amendments proposed by the Committee on 
Fjnauce Were, in substance, as follows: 

Ist. On cotton bagging, or other imported sub- 
stitute, ins‘ead of five cenis per square yard, to ine 
sert three and «w half cents per square yard. 

2d. On iton in bars or bolts, not manufactured 
in whole or in part by rolling, instead of $17 per 
ton, to insert $16 per ton. 

3d. Oa bar or bolt iron, made wh. 'ly or in part 
by rolling, instead of $27 50 per ton, ‘o insert $24 
per ton. 

4th. In the proviso extending the indulgence of 
existing !aws to raiiroad companies for iron im- 
ported for railroads, instead of 1843, to inseit 1845, 
on proof— ° 

5th. That said iron is actually [and permanent- 
ly] laid down [ior use] on any railway or inclined 
plane. 

6th. [Strike out to the middle of the eighteenth 
line, and insert ‘‘within three years from the time 
of importation: Previded, That no iron shall be 
considered as raileoad iron, but such as is prepared 
to be laid permaaeatly en railroads or inclined 
planes, without further manulaciure; and spikes, 
pins, and chains shali noi be considered as railroad 
iron.”’} 

7th. On iron in pigs, instead of $0 per ton, to 
insert $9 per ton. 

8th. To strike out ‘ton plates or sheets of which 
copper is the material of chief value, and on pat- 
ent Sheathing metal compesed in part of copper, 
two cents per pound.” 

Sth. Instead of 20 per cent. ad valorem on 
watches and wa'ch materials, to iusert 74 per cent. 
ad valoreta. 

10th. To change 124 per cent. on diamonds to 7 
per cent. 

llih. To change 20 per cent. on gems, pearls, or 
precious stones, to 72 per cent. 

12h. To include among sugars, brown clayed 
sugars. 

13:h. Among articles exempted from duty, to in- 
clude flaxseed. 

14'h. Also to include “plates or sheets of copper 
suited and designed for sheathing vessels; and patent 
metal sheets used for the same purpose.” 

15h. Making the drawback on foreign sugar re- 
fined in the United Srates, “equal in amount to 
the “uty paid en the foreign sugar from which it 
shell be man«factured, and no more; to be ascer- 
tained under such regulations as shall be preseribed 
by the Secretary o! the Treasury.” 

16. To include in the ad valorem duty auther- 
ized by the act, “a charge cf commissions at-the 
usual rates” as the home value “atthe port where 
the same may be en'ercd.” 

Mr. E, leaving the details of the bill and the 
amendments for discussion as they should come 
up in their order, proceeded with an exposiiion of 
the general principles and necessity for the meas- 
ure. 

Mr. E. spoke for more than two hours; and, in 
the course of his remarics, dwelt particularly on 
the exigencies of the Guvernment, the exhaust.d 
state of the treasury, the requirement of from 
iwenty-six to twenty-seven mi'lions of dollars to 
meet the ordiaary and extraordinary expenditures, 
aud the impracticabiily of meeting the demand in 
any other way but by a revenue from customs. 
He insisted that, from the beginuirg of this Gov- 
crninent uuder the present Constitution, commerce 
had uniformly met these demands, and was now as 
we'l able to incet thera as at any former period. 
The customs, he wamtained, hed for the last half 
century dine more than ‘his. That branch of rev- 
had met the excenditures, and redeemed the 
country from debt. He went iuiv details in proof 
Of this; and, estiaating the increased consumption 
cf increased population, be treated as unfounded 
ail apprehensions thatthe dcutiable imports were 
not perfectly competent to bear a revenue of twen- 
ly-six or twenty seven millions of dollars. He 
contiavted the plans proposed by the Secretary of 
the Treasury, the Committee of Ways and Means 
in the House of Representatives, and the Finance 
Committee of the Senate; and showed that, al- 
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though they ditered in naay respects as o details, 
they all came near'y to the same conelusion— 
that it was practic.ble to raise between twenty-six 
and tweni,-seven mililons, without trenebing on 
the di puted ground of protection, for the sake of 
protection. He admitted there wes great difficulty, 
in making discrimination, in ascertaining the pre- 
cise point where incidental protection changes into 
direct protection; but he believed the present bill, 
aS pro; used to be amended by ithe Finance Com- 
mittee, would keep that point more steadily in vicw 
than apy other plan which could be matured at this 
late period of the session; and would, inno material 
instance, depart from the general principle of rev- 
enue for the sake of revenue, with such protection 
only as that object would sanction in a wise dis- 
erimination. 

The demands of the year will be from twenty- 
six to twenty-seven millions of Collars. The re- 
ceipis it was impossib'e to estimate, with any degree 
of precision. The customs during the first half of 
the year were scarcely cigh! millions; and, for va- 
rious reasons, it might be doubted if they would be 
more for the second half, untess this bil were 
speedily passed. ‘The passage of this bill would, 
however, remove all doubis of the Government 
being sustained, and the public credit maintained. 
The reliance on its adoption had already restored 
confidence, as evinced in the improved rates of 
treasury notes and Government stock. Once the 
bill became a law, there wovld be no difficulty in 
obtaining whaiever loan the present demands on 
the treasury might require, or the growing exigen- 
cies (till the revenue came in) might eall for. — 

He delended the clause repeaiing the proviso of 
the distribution act, which restores to the treasury 
the land fund in the event of duties exceeding 20 
per cent.; and contended thatthe shock which the 
withhold. ng of that fund from the States would 
give to the State credits direcily, would be felt indi- 
rec'ly by the Genera! Government with «qual se- 
verity. Tne increased embarrassments of the 
States would be reflecied on the General Govern- 
ment, which could much beter spare that fund 
than the Saies could do without it. It was not, 
however, a subject the discussion ef which he 
wished 10 anticipate, or which he felt any dispo- 
sition to enter upon at all; believing that it was so 
fully understood by the whole country that to 
argue further upon it was a mere waste of time. 
Mr. ARCHER suggested that, as the first amend- 
ment which pro;-o-e! a reduction from five cents to 
34 cents on bagging, was one in which the Senators 
from Kentucky, notin their pleces, felt some inter- 
est; and as the hour was too late to proceed with 
any general Ciscus-ion, it would be best to post 
pone the further consi‘eration of the bill tiil to 
morrow, and take up the navy appropriation bill 
with the House amend sents, awaiting the decision 
of the Senate 
Mr. EVANS had hoped the consideration of 
the amendments would have been proceeded with— 
not that he expected this evening ‘o take the vote 
upon them, but that they might be advanced: how- 
ever, if it was the desire of ihe Senate to postpone 
the bil!, and take up the navy appropriation bill, he 
woald not object. 

Mr. MOREHEAD (who had jart come in and 
resumed his seat) observed that, at this late hour, 
i' wou'd be desirable to adopt the suggestion of the 
Senator from Virginia. 

It wa, then agreed to postpone the further con- 
sideration of the revenue bill till to morrow ; and 
the Senator from Kentucky [Mc. CritrenpEn] not 
being in his place, but having intimated his inten- 
tion to address ihe Senate on the subject of the 
House amendments to the navy appropriation 
bill, it was «greed not to press the motion to take 
it up, bat to proceed with the general orders 

The House bill No. 504, for the regniation of 
mesne process in the District of Columbia, being 
the first in order, was then taken unas in commit 
tee of the whole, and the amendments proposed by 
the Judiciary Committee were read. 

Mr. BERRIEN explained the nature of the bill 
and of the proposed amendments. The object in 
view was to do away with the practice of arresting 
and keeping in custody, or holding to bail, per- 
sons for debt, on the mere requirement of process, 
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cn he allegatios of indebtedness. The bili 1e- 
quires an affidavit :o substantiate the claim, before 
process is issued, 

The several amendments proposed by the com- 
mittee (for the most part of a technical nature) 
were adop'ed. 

Mr. WALKER then proposed-an amendment, 
the effect of which was turther to ameliorate the 
existing laws of arrest in the District; but, in the 
course of discussion, it underwent so many modi- 
fications, that we cannot state it in the sbape it 
finally assumed. 

The subject was debated by Messrs, PRESTON, 
WALKER, CONRAD, SEVIER, PHELPS, and 
BERRIEN; and it was finally agreed that Mr. 
WALKER should new- model it. 

Whiie Mr. W. was in the act of preparing the 
amendment anew for the decision of the Senate, 

Mr. BAGBY moved an adjournment; and 

The Senate, by adivision of 21 ayes to 16 
nors, at four o’clock, adjourned. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Monpay, July 25, 1842. 


Mr. FILLMORE submitted a resolution to ter- 
minate debate in Committee of the Whole on the 
army bill this day at one o’clock. He said the ses- 
sioa had been protracted to an unusual length, 
and there was yet much important business to be 
transaeted; and iherefore he deemed it necessary t> 
offer the resolution which he now submitted—on 
which he moved the previous question. 

The previous question was sustained by the 
House, and the question recarred on the adop'ion 
of the resolution. 


Mc. PICKENS called for the yeas and nays; 
which were ordered, and resulied as follows—yeas 
91, nays 56 


Mr. FILLMORE moved that the House resolve 
itself into Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union; which was agreed to: and Mr. Saun- 
DERS took the chair. 

The comraitiee resumed the consideration of the 
Senaie’s amendments to the House bill entitled An 
act making appropriations for the support of the 
army and of the military academy fcr the year 
1842 

When the House adjourned, on Saturday, the 
proviso in the first section, as amended by the Sen- 
ate, was under consideration; and that ques‘ion 
now came up in order. I is as follows: 

‘‘Provided, That the recruiting service shall cease until the 
number of non-commissioned officers and privates in the va- 
rious companies of the several artillery and infantry regiments 
shall be reduced, by death, expiration of term of service, or 
other ciuses, and such discharges as the President may from 
time to time direct, to the number fixed by the act entitled ‘An 
act to reduce and fix the military peace establishment of the 
United States,’ approved March second, eighteen hundred and 
twenty-one: And provided, further, That no part of this ap- 
propriation ehall be applied, after the thirtieth day of Septem- 
ber next, to the paymentof the regiment of draguons eatablish- 
ed and authorized by the act of twenty third of May, eighteen 
hundred and thirty-six: And provided, also, That no mone 
appropriated in this bill, or hereafter to be appropriated, shall 
be appliedtothe payment of any larger sum of money to the 
officers attached io the general staff—to wit, these in the Adju- 
tan: General’s department, the Inspector General’s department, 
the Quartermaster General’s department, the Subsistence de- 
partment, the Purchasing department, the Medical department, 
the Pay department, the Corps of Engineers, the Topographi- 
cel Engineers, the Ordnance department. and the Military Acad- 
emy—than the sums now paid to the officers of the same grade 
in the infantry and artillery service, wheiher the same be for 
their pay or emoluments, or any other service.” 

Mr. MOORE was undersiood to move the addi- 
tion of the word “dragoons” to the ninth line of 
tue bill. 

Mr. FILLMORE hoped the vote would be 
taken on the pending amendment. 

Mr. C. JOHNSON called for tellers, and they 
were ordered 

Mr. STANLY remarked that he supposed this 
amendment of the Senae weuld be concurred in, 
as a bill for the reorganization of the army was be- 
fore the House. 

Mr. C. JOHNSON made some remarks; but, 
from the position in which he stood, he was inau- 
dible at the reperter’s desk. He was understood, 
however, to urge the necessity «f acting apon the 
bill for the reorganization of the army, before this 
appropriation bili was disposed of; otherwise, 
when the necessary bills of the session were dis- 
posed of, especially as the dog-days were approach- 
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ing, ‘here would be danger of the bill fur the reduc 
tion of the army being put aside for the session 

Some conversation ensued between Messrs. C. 
JOHNSON and STANLY; the -latier geat!em 
assuring the genileman from Tentesse: that 
bill for the organization of the are N { 
pressed during the present sesvi n. 

Mr. WARD urged the immediaie passage of 
the army bill, on the round that much inconveni- 
ence WAS sustaired by the inability to pay the 
claimants on the Government in this department 
If there wasa majority of the Hot 
reducing the army, they could do ii as eficcivally 
by the bill for the rcoiganization of the any, as 
by the appronriation bill; bat in relaticn to the 
dragoons, which the Senate had restored, hie re- 
marked that the vote by which the re-iment of 
dragoons was reduced was carried by a majority 
ol Oe Ohiy; and many gen nen, since tat tine, 
had « d their opinion on the subject. 


Ni ‘ 


pouse an fo vor oi 


Mr. aR A AM opposed the amendmeni of ihe 
Sen and said he wasin favor ofthe bill as it 
passe i the ines and he heped the House won'd 


not conerria the amendment of the Senate. He 


knew tia’ ae: tlemea on both sides the House were 
opirio: t this was not the preper bill by 
which to make a reduction; but he knew also that 


ih: Secretary of ‘War was opposed to a reduction of 
the army, and te same oppocition toa reduction 
existed in other quarters; and he deemed it desira- 
bie, therefore, that the House should not recede 
trom the position which it had taken. 

Mr. ADAMS was understood to contend that 
the bili for ihe re-organization of the army should 
have been brought forward before this bill was 
pushed through the forms of Jegislation. If the bill 
were pasted as it had come back to them from the 
Senate, and the bill for the re-organization of the 
army were not acted upon, he asked where the 
mogey to pay the soldiers was to come trom. He 
prete: red a bird in the hand (o one in the bush, and 

iherefore he was opposed to the amendment of the 
Senate. Tne weasury was now empty; and the 
revenue which the President was now collecting, 
he was collecting without any authority of law. 
Jt wzs the same course as that which was pursued 
by Charles J; and how did that end? The block 
on which Charles’s head fell would tell how 
ended. 

He then commented on the many attempts 
in this House to introduce measure 


disorder no 


t 
A 


made 
to remedy the 
7 existing, particularly on the ex post 
facto ‘aw of Mr. Barnarp, anid the cpinion of the 
law officer of the Government by which the Presi 
dent was sui tained; anc ! concluded that not one jaw- 
yer was found in the House tu justify, by legal au- 
thority, the “levying of ship-money,” to which the 
President had had recourse. 

Mr. EVERETT also took part in the debate. 

Mr. HOLMES then obtained the floor, but yield- 
ed it temporarily to : 

Mr. GILMER, who rcolied to the remarks made 
in relation to himself by the gentleman from Ver- 
mont, [Mr. Everetr,] who spoke of his views as 
being of more than usual importance, on account 
of the relations he bore towards the President. It 
was true that he had deprecated the discussion of a 
treaty about which nothing was known. He had 
expressed the hope that those gentlemen who at first 
voted fer a reduction of the army wou!d not be 
driven trom their position by any apprehensions in 
relation to the treaty said to have been concluded. 
He did not know that the rumors were true, aud 
had heard nO more than what had come to ihe 
knowledge of every member of the House. What 
he said was, that, if the rumors afloat could form 
any basis for action, or for the formation cf an 
opinion, the matier would first have to come before 
ihe Senate. If the treaty was such as rumor rep- 
resented it to be, he did not doubt that it would fail 
to receive the sanction of the constiiutional body. 


Foc these reasons, he deprecated any discussion of 


~ maies ihe terms of wkich could not be known to 
House, without a breach of confidence. 

As to the consequence given to his wiews by th 
gentleman from Vermont, [Mr. Everetrt,] on ac- 
eount of his relations to the President, he would 

1; that be did not know what the gentleman un- 
oa tood by his relations to the President. Those 
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tion, ever, W ind nient, 1a on tits 
‘ ! 5 5 
} orn ‘ {} } 
i orta of I 
a 
|| relati Pr 
| trend 
1 rK V : ! 
ri & ) 
\ 
ce mig nav go 
transr ‘ ¥ th ¢ i te ) bt ' 
proper time, ne saciid be prepai » lak such 
tion in tae fLouse as became one of the mpreseit- 


atives of the peop 
J 
Mr. HOLMES said there was evident'y s 
ihing wrong somewh re—whelher it was in the 
reaty itseli, or ia the ap 
' 


eerned in its ratification, he knew not. He eould 


fecl, however, a slorm wa brewing: the premoni- 
symptoms were evident. The gentleman 
rom Massachus etts (Mr. Anams] had, he thougt!, 
tien his logie, in opposing the bill—-cr rather, 
n resisting the President, had fcrgoiten his logic. 
[hat gentleman hed arened tha’, as there ' 
noining in the treasury, and no jaw to put any- 
thing in it, therefore the army should be reduced. [. 
the argument had force ini, then the whole army 


should be reduced and the governnrent siorved. 
He replied to the remark of t an from 
Massachusetts, that the President had bev'er take 
care how he raised sh'p money, Jest he should be 
brought to the block, as was the fate of one of the 
monarchs of Europe. [Ele would say that, if the 
alien and sedition laws had failed to bring a Presi- 
dent to the block, no such ac’s as the gentleman 
from Massachusetis had spoken cf ever woald. 
What was the situation o! the President? He 
found himrelf opposed at every step by the party 
in power. Gentlemen shovld recollect that the 


| nile 
he gen le 


President was noi only not responsible for th 
pressure in the affairs of the treasury, but had sig- 
nified his willingness to signa bill which would 
meet i's embarrassms . Yetthe gentleman and 
his party had actually broiwht the Government to 
a stand-still, beeanse they con'd not ca’ch a litde 
portion ae 2 : nd iund. It was they who would 
not suffer ad - reve to be raised. 

He referred to the legal opinion rendered by the 
Attorney General upon the circulars is: ued from 


the Treasury Department to the collectors of the 





cusioms ’ and passe 1a eu im Up bat ¢ 
With the exception of Chancellor Kent, he 

of no man whose legal cpi: isn b 

titled to respect than those of the pre t Attor.ey 


General; and as to his varied in‘orimation 
garded him as equal to any may in this country 
not exeeplias g our present Minis'er 





St. James. Nor was his learning confi the 
ct eg ve Bae been intimated by a ventleman 
who had addressed the coinmittes, t ctendod t 
the m enn nd brauche: of les learniag, and 
ecivillaw in paricular. tie did no more than 
justice to the Att y G in raking this 
tatemen’. He di n order to let the peopie 
know that the opin on cf the Attorn y General 


might be relied npo 

But what had the President done which cught 
to subject him to the block? te fran’ | 
called to the administrat on of the Goveramer 
Without means io carry i! , and consuited his 
law officer, who said that the law of 1833 was still 
in operation. The Presijen', through the Treasn- 


ae) 


ry Department, then issued h Ss mandate to the col- 
lectors of the customs, instructing them ‘oc Hect 
revenue. Washe in fault? Had he any oth:r 


alternative? 
parce = wasevicently something wrong somewhere 


g 
ee or raat ; ar ; 
ia relation to this treaty saidto have beenconeluded. 
: 
lL, 


cecnatiadae ninthe House hadin uced him to believe 
that it was not so palatabie to the rest of the Union 
as to Massachusetts and ‘aie. He (Mr. H) 
Was against a reduction of the army. He was 
for standirg by the in ef 


slitutions in existence until 
he knew what was tocome. He protested againsi 
the coctrine advanced by the genileman from 
Georgia, (Mr. Meriwerner,] that if Massachu- 
setts and Maine were satisfied with the treaty, we 
should be. They might compromise the matter, 


and be willing to give up as much of their territo- 














ry as they please!; bat he w.a'd not sarrender 
any trol whieh, as a Representative, he might 


reducing the 


c ied by 

vir. ALLEN of Maine, who addressed the com: 
miivee i. relalion to the position cecapied by his 
x u ne OG ndary qguestiou. 


tir, BOW NE said he had d red to address the 


commitiee on this bili; bat right of ‘cing so had 
been ¢ ditohim by tue majority of the House. 
Toat maj riiy—so famens for st fing discassion— 
had again geeged the minority on this bill, and 


reselyed thatit committee 


As he had but four minutes 


-naonid be takea oul of 
at 1 o’clock this cay. 





le(t, his object now would merely be to put the 
prominent facts before the people. About 10 
ovlock to-day, when only three hours remained 

1 o'clock, ras resolyed to take the bill out of 
committee ai that hour. Since 10 o’clock, ten 
eentiemen hid addressed the House, of whom 


seven belonged to the party in the majority, and 
only three to the minority. a was the manner 
in Waich the mimorily io his House were treated 
by an ovetbearirg majority! They took neatly the 
Whole of what ltue time t ‘y allowed for diseus- 
sion to themselves. With a Speaker to carry out 
their policy, they could effectually stifle the Demo- 
crats, and prevent them from being heard. He did 
not recollect bat one instance of a chairman of 
the Committee of the Whole who had di:played a 
fair spirit t-wards the Democrats, and admitted 
hems » an equal participation in the discussions of 
this » ae. He referred to the chairman during 
the iariff discussion, who had, in all cases, acted 

ely towards both parties. He would not im- 
pate fanlt to the ent chairman, beeause it 
might be that the Whies were now quicker, more 
practise’, and better calenlated to catch the eye of 
the Chair; bathe would ask if the — thought 
it comported with justice for them to seek the floor 
u nder uch circumstances? Was it right that they 

rould be perpetually claiming the floor, to the ex- 

elu-ion of the Demecrats, ¢i'cr they themselves had 
fized and limied the time (or di:cussion? 
Mr. FILLMORE i: quired whether the 
lemen from New York (Mr. Bowne] had not 
himeelf requested him to introduce such a resolu- 
tion as had been adopted, for taking the bill out of 
commitiee. 

Mr. BOWNE denied that he had 
reques 

Mr. FILLMORE said, 
upon some ¢ ther bill. 

Mr. BOWNE said he had requested the gentle- 
man to move the prey (ous question on the navy 

liar circumstances. 

One < ‘clo k having arrived, ali debate ceased; 
and the first amendmentof the Senate was in or- 
der for decision—on which tellers had been ap- 
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ifeie 





made any such 


Tuen it must have been 


b:lJ, but under very pece 


moved a division of the question. 
fecided that the question was not 


r. CROSS appealed from the decision of the 
Chair; but the House sustained its decision. 

The question was then taken on concurring 
with the first amendment of the Senate, by Messrs. 
Steenrep and C. H. Wittiams, tellers, who re 
i 49 in the affirmative, and 100 in the nega- 
ti ve 

Fae next question was on the 2] item of the Ist 
ection. Thesection was as follows: 

No. 2. For commutation of officers’ subsistence, five hun- 
lred and twenty-seven thousand two huadcred and sixty four 
dollars. [| Provided, That, hereafier, no additional rations shall 
ve allowed to the commanding officers of separate posts ] 


Mr. FILLMOR! Le, from the Committee of Ways 
sud Means, moved a concurrence in the amend- 
ment of the Sonate, by which the words in brackets 

B94 iricken Gut. 

Mr. CAVE JOCINSON called for tellers, and 
be ey were ordered; but only 48 voted in the affirma- 
tive. The amendment was, therefore, not con- 
curred in. 

The 10th item the Senate had amended, by strik- 
ing out “ regiment,” and inserting “‘ regiments,” for 
the | purpose of retaining the regiment ‘of dragoons 
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which the House had agreed to disband. The | 
committee non-concurres in the amendment. 
To the item 14, which was as fulliows— 
“For the medical and hospital department, $23,000;"’ | 
| 
Tne Senate hai added the following— 
. i 
*“ Forextending and rendering more complete the meteoro- | 
Jogical observations conducted at the rilitary posts of the | 
United States, under the direction of the 
$3,000.” 
; : . 4 
Toe committee non-concurred in th: amen¢- 
ment. | 
Item 16, which wes— 
“For the armament of fortitications, ‘neluding compensa 
tion of a specialagent to attend at the foundries employed 
in making cannon, one hundred and fifty thousand dollars’’— 


Surgeon General, 


The Senate had amended, by striking out the words 
in italies. The committee non-coucurred. 

To item 18, which was as follows— 

“No. 13. For the manufacture of arms at the national armo- 
ries, three hundced and sixty thousand dollars’’— 

The Senate had added— 

“Of which sum. sixty thousand dollars may, at the discretion 
of the Secretary of War, be applied to the purchase of arms.” 

The committee non-ecneurred. 

In item 21, which appropriated $120,000 for 
arsenals, the S naie had increased the appropria- 
tion to $150,000. The committee non-eoncurre! 

After the 224, the Senate added the following, || 
which became the 231 item: 

“No. 23. For expense of preparing drawings of a uniform 
system of artillery, one thousand three hundred and fi! 


S 


y dol i} 
lars.” 1] 
The commiitee non-concurred. i] 


To item 24, which appropriated $500,060 for pre- || 
venting and suppressing hostilities in Fiorida, the || 
Senate had added the words “including arrearages.”’ | 

To which the Committee cf Ways and Meens || 
appended the following: 

“Provided, That no more than $146 296 73 shail be applied 
to the payment of arrearages; | 
paid, unless they are for servic 
ig pursuance of law.” | 

Tae previso of the Commitiee of Ways aud || 
Means was agreed to, and the amendment of the 

> , 
Senate, as amended, wa: concurred in, 

The Senate had also added as foiio 


“For the payment ofseven 
called out by the Governor « 






| 
id no such arrearages shall be |} 


s rendered or supplies furnished 








“ompanies of mounted voluateers, |] 
Georgiain 1810,-"41, $19,399 $7,’ 
Mr. DIXON H. LE WiS moved 

a 


amead, by 


of the mili- 





| 
1 
Mr. J. P,. KENNEDY moved to amend, by | 
adding— 

“ Provided, That no part of this appropriation be paid, un- 
less an act passed at the present session for raising revenue 
become a law.” | 


The CHAIRMAN decided the amendment to be 
out of order. 

The question then recurred on the amencment 
of the Senate, on which tellers were ordered; and 
they reporied 46 in the affirmative, and 77 in the 
negative. The committee, therefore, non-con- 
curred. 

Tue Senate lial also added the fo:lowize: 

“For military surveys for the defence of the frontier, inland 
and Atlantic, fifteen thousand dollars.” 

The commiitee non-cv 
70 to 55. 

The Senate hai added the fo!l 

“For arreaf€ces, and for the preservat 
erty at the several places of harbor aud river 
fifteen thousand dollars.” 

The commiitce concurred in (4! 
@ Majority of 72 to 57. 

From sec'ien 2, the Senate had sirieken cnt the 
following words: 








@ public prop 


improvement, 


* and no commanding officer, 


whether ofa separate post or 
not, shall hereafier receive a 


{ditional rations of any kind 

The comniittee non-concurred. 

To liem No. 6 the Senate had adde! the follow- 
ing words: 

“For building and repriring the necessary boats, and 
carrying on the improvements on the Missouri, Mississippi, 


| 

@hio, and Arkansas rivers, one huadred thousand dollars, un 
der the direcuion of the Secretary of War.’ 
h 


i +f 





ir, BARNARD proposed to a‘d the word 
“Hudson” The amendment was ucea 


qs ‘ « ive 


Mr. STANLY incved 


o add “Gape Pear.” 
which was ncgatived, 
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Mr. BIDLACK moved to add “Sosquehanna 


and Delaware;” which was negatived 
Mr. PLUMER moved to add “ Allegany;” 
Which jnewise necatived 


Wir, WILLIAMS oi Connecticut moved to 
amend by adding “$10,000 for the improvement 
of the channel of the river Tnames.” 

Mr. W. C. JOHANSON 
10 ¢ he word *Viber.” 
creek”. ) 

The amendment c fie 


Y fit 
Aa 


asked if it was in order 
(A voice cried ‘Goose 


ed by Mr. WittiaMs was 
Mr ARNOLD moved to add $10,000 for Hol- 
stein river, la Te nnessee; which was negatived. 

Mr. SNYDER inoved to add the word “Salt,” 
so asto provide for the imosrovement of ‘Salt 
river; which was carried by a large majority, 
amlcct great jauznter, 

hic. R. W. PHOMPSON proposed to add an 
appropriation of $40,000 for the porchase of the 
prient of a snag-boat 

Tne CH AIRMAN deeided ii to be out of order. 

"Tre question then recurred on the amendment 
of the Senate, as amended by the committee, by the 
addition of th 


vord “Salts” and it was non-con- 


curred in by a majority of 68 10 58 

The commiiice then rese, az! the chairman r 
porie ito the | provide tor ¢ 
make perm ni ci neclerks in the Post Office 
Penart ; ho have hitherte been temporarily 
f eyed; aud tne bil oad a third time, and 
P 


The CHAIRMAN also reported the army bil! 





Ir. ANDREWS moved t previous Quesiion 
whi 1 W ist i t tb { ; é vd tae qu 3° 
icn recu C ‘ i a j 

‘ first < ment of the Senate was non-con- 
curied in—yes 

The decis hiitee of the Whole on 
alt ram sustained and cone 
Cu n i a vhich twelve amend- 
nic 1-CONCL 1, aud two concuried 
REDUCTION OF CONGRESSIONAL SALA- 

RIE 

Mr. ARNOLD asked Icave to introduce his bill 
to provide for ihe reduction ct the pay of members 
of Congress, and for the repeal of ali other acts in 
relation thereto 

( ection ha ge peen m le, 

r. ARNOL 0 a suspension of the rules 


for the purpose of receiving the bill 
the aflirtaative—ayes 98, noes 43. 

The bill wes then read. it provides that the pay 
of the Senators and Repiesentatives in Congress 
shall be $6 per day for each day such Senator or 


Carried in 


Representative shall actua!iy attend the sessions of 
the House. It also provides that there shall be a 
similar reduction in the rate of mileage. 

The question recurring upon the second readin 
of the bili, 





Mr. ARNOLD aidrested the House at length 
In sapport ae bi 
BRIGGS l con ded that pi b- 
ynoly in favor of ne passsze 
ola uz ibe payo: rs. Heth ist 
all the salar of the F al Government were 
high Fhough the rcre, in comparison, 
I } i h hovent th trong current of 
| c Ol faver of a reduction was en- 
lif d 


M:. WM. COS5¥V JOHNSON wished to offer an 
amendment; but the Chairruled ti out of order at 


thistime. The amendment was read for informa- 
tion. It provided that any member who thought 
his services worth €6 a day, or less, should re- 
ceive such sum as he was entitied io; and all others 
hoald receive ¢8 perday. Mr. J. addressed the 
House for some ti n epposition to the reduction 
of the pay. He thought @8 per day was litile 
encngh His own services he estima’ed ss worth 

Mr. ARNOLD briefly replied 

hir. WISE then addres ed the House in oppesi- 


tion to the bill, He expressed a desire to offer an 
amendment, providing that after the passace of the 
act ihe members sheuld receive no pay, and shonld 
receive ho pay tor services rencered the present ses- 
sion until they suould have passed an appropria- 





ticn bill paying the army and navy, and other 
vianches of ihe public service, for labor actuai.y 
performed. He addressed the House for some 
time, chiefly deprecating the course of the present 
Congress in neglecting to pass any bill to pay th= 
officers and men in the army and navy, whilst they 
had taken mos: sedulous care to provide for them- 
selves. He said that, as the appropriation for 
pay of the members expired on the 15.h inicn, 
when a rew bill came up for that purpése, Le 
should raise the question whether they ought to pay 
themselves whilst they neglecied other branches of 
the publie service. Though as poor in purse as 
any, he should be willing to go home without 
another dollar, if the otber departments of the 
Government were not provided for. 

Mr. BARNARD opposed the second reading of 
the bill, on the ground, as he said, that there was 
not time enough to play outthis game during the 
present session. 

Mr. STANLY said he had voted to suspend the 
roles, in order to receive the bill, merely in cour- 
tesy. He was, however, opposed to it, because he 
believed no class of public servants were so poorly 
paid as the members of Congress. He would con- 
sent that itshould be referred to the Commit'ee of 
the Whole, chiefly on account of the numerous 
petitions which had been sent here asking for a re- 
duction of the pay of members. He ecnciuded by 
movirg the previous question on the second read- 
ing of the bill. 

Nir. WISE moved to lay the bill en the table. 

Mr. GRANGER asked tor the yeas and nays, 
which were orcered; and resultec—yeas 51, nays 
107. 

Mr. C. H. WILLIAMS then moved that the 
House adjourn. Carried—yeas 89, nays 39. 





IN SENATE. 
Tuespay, July 26, 1842. 

THE ARMY APPROPRIATION BILL. 

A messuge was received from the House, re- 
turning the army appropriation bil!; and stating 
isat the House had agreed to all the amendments 
eicept the 9.4 and 12h; and had agreed to the 
9:h, with an amendment, in which the concur- 
rence of the Senate was asked. 

On motion of Mr. EVANS, referred to the 
Commitee cn Finance. 

Mr. CHOATE presented a memorial from Johu 
Ciark and others, of Lowell, praying that Con- 
gress will repeal the law allowing a bounty or 
drawback on the exportation of spirits distilled 
from molasses; and also a memorial from Shelion, 
Brothers, & Co., of Boston, engaved in the Cuba 
and West India trade, and a memecria! from Wind- 
sor, Fay, & Co., of Boston, engazed. in the busi- 
ness of distilling from molasses, remonstrating 
against the repeal of the bounty. 

On motion ef Mr. C., the first two memorials 
were ordered to lie on the table, and the last one 
vas ordered to be printed. 

Mr. PHELPS, from the Committee on Revolu- 
tionary Pensions, reported back, wisnoat amend- 
ment, and with a recommendation tha’ they do 
pass, House bil-s entitled An act for the relief of 
Elizabeth Gibbs; An act for the relief of Cnrstiana 
Low; and An act for the rclicf of Jehosaphat Briggs. 

Mr. P. also, from the same committee, madea 

ppiemeatarg adverse report on the petition of the 
heirs of Daniel Piatt; which was ordered to be 
printec 

ivr. 2. aiso, from the same committee, to which 
had been referred ELouse bill entitled Au aet to an- 
thoriz: "ae p21 ent of seven years’ half-pay, on ac- 
count. the revolutionary services of Capt. Wil- 
liam Ielty, reported the same back, witha recom. 
mendaiion that it be indefinitely postponed. 

Mr. BATES, from the Committee on Pensions, 
made adverse reports en the House bills entitled 
An act for the 1 vf Asahel Kingsley, and An 
act for the relief of Mory Francis; which were or- 
dered to be printed. 

Mr. SEVIER, from the Commitice on Pensions, 
mace an adverse reporton the petitien of Daniel 
Davis, a soldier of the Revolution, fora prusion; 
which was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. S. alse, from the same commitier, to which 
had been referred ELouse biil for the re'icf of Maiy 
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Campbell, the widow of John Campbell, reported 
the same back without amendment, and with a re- 
comt..endation that it do pass. 

Mr. WILLIAMS, from the Committee on Na- 
va! Affairs, reported a bill for the relief of Thomas 
1; Parsoas; which was read, and ordered to a sec- 
ond reading. 

On motion of Mr. PORTER, the Committee cn 
Parents was discharged from the further consider- 
@ jpn of the petition of Frauilin Whitney, praying 
an amendment of the patent Jaws, and that the ex- 
penses incurred by him in prosecuting his claim to 
a patent may be refunded. 

Mr. YOUNG submitted a resolution, which was 
read, as follows: 


Resolved, That the Recretary of the Treasury be directed to 


commer: a:eto the Senate a statement, in a condensed form, as 
jar ae t) ame can be done, exhibiting— 


1 ‘The estimated quantity of land in each State and Terri- 
tory. 

2. the quanti:y of public land in each State and Territory 
to which the Indian title has been extinguished, and the quan- 
iy to which the Indian title has not been extinguished. 

3. The quantity of surveyed and unsurveyed land in each 
State and Territory. 

4. The number of acres of the public land sold from the 
eariiest period uf the sales down to the present period, and the 
umount of money received from such sales during the same 
ume. 

5. The quantity of land set apart for Indian tribes down to 
the present period, distinguishing the name of each tribe, and 
he separate quantity set apart for each. 

6. The amount of money, as nearly as can be ascertained, 
which has been paid by the United States in the extinguishment 
of Indian titles, down to the present period. 

7. The several amounts of money received to be pald to any 
of the Indian tnbes as annuities, and the duration of such an- 
nuities, respectively, 

8. The amount invested in stocks by the States, on Indian ac- 
count; the names of the tribes for which such investments were 
made; the nature of the stocks; the condition on which they 
were purchased; and the time and manner in which the interest 
accruing on such stocks is paid to the tribes entitled to the 
same. 

9. The amount paid for surveying the public lands, and the 
total amount paid for selling the same, as far as can be ascer- 


tained, duwn to the present period, including the expenses of 


the General Land Office 

10. The amounts paid in the purchase of Louisiana and Flori- 
da, stated separately, with the interest paid en the purchase 
money in each case; and the estimated quantity of land ac- 
quired by said purchases respectively. 

11. The amount paid toany of the States in consequence of a 
sale or cession of their waste lands to the United States; and the 
amount paid in the extinguishment of private claims to the 
lande thus sold or ceded 

12. The States and Territories, or parts of States and Territo- 
ries, comprehended by the purchase of Louisiana and Florida; 
with such notes of explanation as may be deemed necessary to 
@ proper understanding of the same. 

Mr. YOUNG remarked that a great deal of the 
information called for by his resolution might be 
obtained by looking into the public documents; 
but few reports only, if any, on the subject, had 
been brought down to the present period. With 
regard to our intercourse with the Indians, there 
was much in the dark concerning which Congress 
should have some inforination. The subject of the 
public lands, as all knew, was of great interest to 
the several States; and it was proper, therefore, 
that the public should have all the information 
which could be obtained, so that they may really 
judge for themselves how the matter stands. In 
relation to the cessions of the public lands, an 
opinion prevailed among a poriion of the people, 
(and newspapers took the same ground,) that the 
public lands now held by the Government were 
obtained by the cessions of the States, when they 
[Congress] knew that a large portion of them had 
been acquired by the purchase of Louisiana and 
Florida. There have been also large sums paid 
for the extinguishment of Ind:an titles, and the 
amounts could not be ascertained without ref- 
erence to the public documents. His object was to 
bring all these facts before the public in a con- 
‘densed form, and to include everything relating to 
the public lands—how much has been paid for the 
extingui-hment of the Indian title, the purchase of 
lands, what charges in consequence of Indian an- 
nuities, &c. A considerable amount has been in- 
vested in State stocks, for the benefit of the In- 
dians, amounting to two or three millions of dol- 
Jars. All the information could be embraced in 
fifteen or twenty pages, and he was anxious that it 
sbould be brought forward for the use of Congress 
and the people. He was not disposed to press the 
consideration of the resolution at this time, but 
was willing to let it lie on the table till to-morrow. 
The resolution accordingly lies on the table, and 
was ordered to be printed. 
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On motion of Mr. SEVIER, the previous orders 
of the day were po-tpened, and the Senate pro- 
ceeded to the consideration of the bill to provide 
for the satisfaction of the claims arisisg under the 
14h and 19th articles of the treay at Dancing 
Rabbit creek—the question pending being the mo- 
tion to recons der the vote adopting the substitute 
for the bill reported by the Committee on Indian 
Affairs, as proposed by the Senator from Missis- 
sippi, (Mr. Henperscn,]} authorizing the issuing of 
land scrip fo satisty the claims, instead of paying 
them in money. 

Mr. S. said, in locking at the treaty, he found 
that the reservees were, by that treaty, made cili- 
zens of Mississippi, and are, therefore, entitled to 
the same rights as any other citizens. The rights 
of those Indians, then, under the treaty, are vested 
rights. 

The substitute proposes that you shall not give 
those citizens the $1 25 for the lands which the 
United States obtained from them by the treaty, and 
which they have a vested right to, but that you 
shall give them refuse land. 
whether it was right and fair to do so. He was 
satisfied that the Senate would not bave adopted 
the substitute, which proposes to give the poor 
Indians the refuse land for a vested right, if they 
had understood the subject properly. 

Mr. PHELPS reprated the most of his former 
arguments against the substitute, and pointed out 
the propriety of reconsidering the vote adopting it. 

Mes rs. LINN and BUCHANAN made -ome 
remarks in favor of giving lands to satirfy the 
claims, in-tcad of mi ney. 

The question was then put on reconsidering the 
vote adopting the substitute, and it was agreed to. 

A further debate tcok place, in which Messrs. 
SEVIER, KING, WALKER, LINN, and PRES- 
TON, participated, on the propriety of adopting 
the bili a> reported from the committee, and 
amended by the Senate, which was believed to be 
a more petfect cne, and would better secure the 
interests of the United States, and the rights of the 
Indians. 

Accordingly, it was determined to amend the 
bill of the Committee on Indian Affairs; when, 

On motion of Messrs. WALKER and KING, 
it was amended to the effect “to s'rike out so much 
of the bill as authorzed $1 25 per acre to be paid 
to satisfy the claim,” and to substitute the words 
“that a quantity of land equal to the claim, to be 
taken out of any of the public lands in the States 
of Miesissippi, Louisiana, Arkansas, and Alabama, 
subject to entry at privaie sale, and certificates to 
that effect to be delivered, under the supervision of 
the Secretary of War, to such agent as he shall di- 
rect, to be delivered to the Indians so soon as they 
shall have removed to the Choctaw territory west 
of the Mississippi river.” 

The question recurring on striking out ail of the 
bill as amended, with the view of inserting the 
substitute cffered by Mr. Hxenperson of Missis- 
sippi, (who is abseut from the city,) it was put, and 
decided in the negative. 

The question now being on ordering the bill to 
be engrossed for a third reading— 

On motion of Mr. PHELPS, the further consid- 
eration of the bill was postponed tll to morrow. 

The bill to regulate the rates of postage, and to 
correct certain abuses in the post-office system, 
came up in its order. 

Mr. MERRICK made a fcw remarks in its fa- 
vor, end Mr. EVANS against the rate of postage 
fixed upon. The bii] was then laid aside, on the 
motion of the last-named gentleman—the hour for 
proceeding to the special orders havirg arrived. 

The bill from the House entitled An act to regu- 
late mesne process ia the District of Columbia was 
taken up. 

Mr. BAYARD proposed a substitute for the bill, 
which was agreed to; and the bill, as amended, 
having been engressed, was, according to erder, 
read the third time, and passed. 

THE TARIFF BILL. 

The Senate then proceeded to the further consid- 
eration of the bill ‘To provide revenue from im- 
ports, and to change and modify existing Jaws im- 
posing duties on imports, and for other purposes,” 
as in committee of the whole, the pending question 


He asked the Senate, 


being on the amendments propoed “y the Ficance 
Committee. 

Mr. WOODBURY observed that, being a mem- 
ber of the minority in the Finance Committee who 
did not approve of this bill, it seemed proper that 
he should take this early opportunity of stating the 
reasons for his objections. His objections were two- 
fold: first, as to the amount of revenue proposed to 
be raised; and next, as to the manner of raising this 
amount of revenue. 

Taxation, in any form, was held to be a griev- 
ance; and the desire of the people is, at ali times, 
to avoid or escape ‘his grievance. It is plain, then, 
that a question of the amount of revenue is a ques- 
tion of the am: unt of grievance to which the people 
shall be subjected, or which they will bear. 

As taxation is held to be an evil, it is natural 
that the people should be anxious to see it confined 
to the lowest possible amount. If they know that 
their Government can be maintained with seventeen 
millions of dollars in taxation, it is just they should 
have some proof that there is a necessity for im- 
posing upen them a burden of twenty-seven mil- 
lions. It is certainly an important consideration, 
whether the burden of taxation shall be increased 
ten millions of doilars or reduced ien millions of 
dollars. Tre peeple were led to believe that one 
of the greatchanecs of the times weuld be the 
promised redactions and retreachments, to enable 
the Government to be carried on with a revenue 
of thirteeen or fifteen millions of dollars. To 
bring about thechanges which sere to eff ct all 
this, the late Administration was denounced as ex- 
travagant and reckless; and allempts were made 
to prove its expenditures to have been at the rate 
of thirty five millions in the gross, or twenty-seven 
millions in ordinary. 

If such an expenditure were truly stated, and 
were reprehensible in the la‘e Adzusinisiration, it 
secmed strange that theic succ*s-ors, so notoriously 
pledged to remedy all ths, should now come for- 
ward tc impore a taxation of twenty-seven millions 
—a sum seven millions higher than it ought to be, 
or need be, if even moderate retrenchment and re- 
form were attended to, 

But, in addition to this, it is an amount further 
swelled by the abstraction, from the income of the 
Government, cf three millions of receipts from the 
public lands. 

That the receipts from public lands should be 
three millions, he showed from the actual sales, 
and probable increase if the public lauds were 
properly brought into market. 

Here there was an unnecessary addition of ten 
millions to the amount of taxation. 

This bill isto be voted for under a conviction 
that it is to raise ten millions more than necessary, 
if there was any sincere desire to keep down the 
burdens on the peopie. 

So much for bis first objection. 

Now, with regard to his second objection—that 
in relation to the manner proposed of raising rev- 
enue—he showed the effects of the inequalities in 
the raies ef duty in the b./l. 

The professed object was to raise revenue; but 
the real tile of the bill should be, A bill to protect 
manufacturers. Althongh it professes to be for 
financial purposes, it is in reali'y for pretective 
purposes. If this tweniy seven millions is to be 
go: for revenue, the question is, how is it to be 
go? The chairman of the Finar®e Commitice 
says it should be obiained by duties on imports 
alone. He assumes that a certain standard of im- 
ports may be taxed atany assumed rate, without 
redaction. Buthss not «experience demcnstrated 
ihat imporis which will bear 20 per cent. of duties 
will not produce the same ratio of revenue if tax. . 
ed 30 or 35 per cent? 

He proceeded to review the effects of duties cn 
imports from the year 1789 down to th? present 
time. He showed thal, up to the year 1816, there 
was no revenue exceeding from 124 to 25 per cent. 
These were tariffs for tevenne alone. But after 
the year 1816, the expenses of the war were made 
a pretext for a tariff for a different purpose. In 
1828, the mask was entirely thrown off; and tariff 
was considered a divine right for purposes ef pro- 
tection. 


But the average of the tariff of 1828 was no 
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even as high as the average of the proposed tariff 


of 1842 This average is from 35 to 36 per cent. 
Its operation is more directty a tax on the ec 
sumer, adding 10 per cent. more in consequence of 
cash duties, and 10 per cent. more if the impoita- 
tion is made in foreign vessels—making in such 
cases 56 per cent. on the consumer. 

He held in his hand a list of sixteen articles 
which are to bear a tariff upwards of 50 per 
cent. These are articles most of w veh enter into 
general consumption. On these, ihe object can be 
nothing but pro‘ection. 

Coitons selling in New England at 6 or 7 cen's 
per yard in the market, are valued at 20 to 
cents per yard in this bill; by which the 
that particular, is made 140 per cent. 

He enumerated maay articles which, by the 
opera ‘ion of the bil!, will have to bearatax of from 
100 to 120 or 150 percent. Salt is to beso taxed 
as to pay 80 per cent; while poren, (aux vomica,) 
is to be admitted free. Cordage 80 per cent.: sugar 
from 40 to 60 per cent; ¢ cotion-bagging 60 per 
cent.; weollens 60 to 65 per cent; iron, rolled, 60 
percent: but that kind of iren is selling in the 
British market at a rate now which will make thi 
tariff 100 per cent on that article 

This bill, in going above 20 per cent., is going 
beyond anything ever ca'culated by ihe framers of 
the Constitution, who th: aght 10 or 12 per cent 
would be enormeus. 

What has Engiand come to 


tariff, in 





, afier centuries of 
experience? ‘To a tariff, in most cases, of 20 per 
eent.; and novbing like that oftea trom her colo- 


nies. 

We say to her, “if you do not put down your 
corn-laws, we will pat on retaliatory dniics.” Ba 
the coin-iaw tax is now not 20 pr ce 
show, by putting from 40 to 140 pe r cent. tax upon 
her productions, what our sense of jastice is. 

If you collect 27 millions net for revenue, you 
must collect 32 millicns ia gross, and that is 2 
per head on our popu lation. The whole of th 
State taxes do not exce d $2 per hea 1, What did 
the framers of the Con titat ion contemplate? That 
the taxation te support the General Governs sont 
should not exceed one-third of the wicle taxation 
of the people; but this b 1! proposes to collect cne- 
half of the whole taxation, instead of one-third. 

The proper check on excessive taxation, is the 
necessity of resortin g lo something else in emer- 


tS and we 
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+P 
gencies than imp The moment you go be- 
yond from _ as 25 per T eent,, you pass the point of 
legitima'e taxation on imports, and are driven to 


other sources. “These sources are, excise, 
acts, and direct taxation. If you wiil distribute 
the proceeds of ihe public lands—if you will be ex- 
travagant that you may incur a necessity for taxa- 
tion—if you will have your dance, you must pay 
the piper; you must go to those other sources of 
revenue which will bring you at cnce to your fre- 
sponsibility to your constituents. 

He referred to the compromize ac t—!o Gen. Har- 
rison’s Zanesville letter, read the other day—to Mr. 
Clay’s Hanover specen, often quate . in ihe Senate 
—aud showed that it never conid have been the un- 
derstanding of the people when the last presic dential 
election was at issue, that such a bill as this would 


siamp 





bill a 
be the foundation of a new ens of hich tari 
You not only make duties 

ate, but you make it extremé 4 oubifal y sbethor 
you will get a greater amount of revenue than you 
would at an cquab!e rate of duty. You not only 
diminish imports, through your custom houses, but 
you greatly enlarse the induce ents for smureling, 
and thereby encourage demoralization. Consump- 
tion, and wih it comfort, is also ciminist 
enhancement of rrices. A vastly inereased ex- 
pense must be incurred to prevent smuggling. 

"The chairman of the Finance Commitice re- 
ferred triumphanily to the faet, that 732 millions 
of dollars had been rece ived from cus! oms fron: t 


r 
rid, 


tire! ~ disproportion- 








red by the 


i i€ 
foundation of the Governmestto 18405; but this 
is only an average of 14 millions, iselucirg years, 
ef war, high tariffs, public cebt, and all exciting 


circumstances. What argument can he derive 


’ 
trom this average of 14 millions, for doubling the 
sum, and calling now for a revenue of 27 mill ns? 


w hai he proposes to e¢ Neck 1 now, canact bes 
lected unde: ordinary circuisiances. In a petiod 


of profound peace, when we ought to be retrench- 
ing our expeniitures end redueing taxation. we 
are called upon to impose duties double the average 
Of the income from customs since the beginning of 
the Government. Z 

He did not stand up to say the people should 
not be taxed at all, or any portion not taxed. But 
what he did say was, that taxation should not be 
more than could be avoided; and that whatever is 
necessary, should be raised equally and justly in 
reference to al! classes of the community. . 

lie would assert—and he did so because he 
meant to prove was a bill to impose 
cues to burden ibe agricultural interests for the 
bene fit of the manufacturing interests. 

He read some of certain resolutions which he 
observed in a New Ens land agriculiural newspa- 
per, as louows: 

“Whereas the eral happiness and prosperity of the Uni- 
ted States must ever be intimately connected with the condition 
of onr agriculture; and whereas three-fourths of our whole rap 
idly increas sing x population must, and ever will, depend on the 
products and p rofits of the farmer for the supply of their physi- 


cal wants, and the means of moral, religious, and intellectual 
improvement s 

And whereas Congress has given bounties on the 
make thema nursery of seamen, and has given none on agricul- 
ture, which is the best nursery of freemen—has UWpr ypriated 
roillions ar pes tet hangs commerce, and has given nothng 
) eucourage agric ul sis of commerce—has protected 


manufactures with ¢ ‘tariff and left agriculture, which 
consumes their fabrics » to prot ct hersel!: 


iti—that this 


fisheries to 





Resolved That it is the duty of the General Gover 
extend protection and encouragement to manufactures 
ynmerce, unless she adopts a like policy towards the 


i! agricultural interests of the country. 
“Resolved, That the protective 

lished, is manifestly unjust to the ¢ 
iry—imposins 






em, as at present estab- 
wriculturists of the coun- 
upon them three-fourths of the tarifl 





duties, as 


consumers, without affording them any adequate cousideration 
for the nt of their tariff taxes, 
* Rese That, if the 





manufacturer is to receive a pro- 
e American seed grower, who, in 
consequence of the importation of foreign seeds into the United 
States, is obliged to abandon this profitable branch of industiy. 
“Resolved, That the present tariff is partia! and unequal to 
farmers, wherein it provides that the duties on railro ud ire 
shall be refunded when the rails are actually laid, and does not 
provide that the duties on the scythe and the sick!e shall be re 


teclive duty, so should also t 








funded to the farmer when he shall have app! 
grain. 


pplied them to the 
nd whereas large quantities of potatoes, grain, butter, 
, pork, wool, hides, and other articles, 
Imported from foreign countri 





are annually 
s into the United States; there- 


ot the interest or the 


duly of the farm- 
} itd 
lo Dui 


up commerce and manu- 
hey also can be protected in the full enjoyment 
{the home market forall our great agricultural staples,’? 








Yout a't gull the farmers, by trifling 
uliss Y th ron foreign agricultural articles 
npor dunes on which, altogether, would not 
moun t to $50,000; while on salt alone—an article 


of pvime consumption to the farmers—you impose 
80 per cent duty, causing a dead Jo 


s to the farmers 
of 00 000 Here 


Q5 oumislead them witha bonus of 
> tenth of aoe, you are abstracting from their 
ockets by the same machinery on only one other 
Seas. 

He contrasted the discrimination of the British 
tariff; showing that the British statesmen really tax 
most the luxuries and vices, while we are to tax 
necessaries entering int 
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0 general and daily con- 





sunt One of the great boasts of that tyran- 
now oppressive land of taxation is, that salt, 


? 
Lconsumption, and necessary 


entering into grners 
+ 


° + ha r le ; »£ etasia ~ 3 
for the mass of the people, is free; while we admit 


as free only a few matters —sach as poison, or 
gold epaulettes—which ncbody dreams to be arti- 


cles of general consumption. We make articles 
free which our farmers produce, bscanse it is to 
turn to the benefit of manufacturers. 

You put on speeifie duties without reference to 
the _ ty of articles, as in the instance of the e pro- 
posed day on shoes; you make the laburer, who 
ioe io cheapest pair from abroad, pay the same 
duty as the most fashionable and wealiby person 
who buys the st Costly. 

We are to set twenty-two millions from duties 
on the great articles ef general consumption, which 
are absclute necessaries. The whoie thing is 
framed ior protection to the manufacturers, at the 
fihe consumers. lt is said the manao- 
faciurcrs are consumers too, So they are; bat 
what is their proportion to agriculturists? Take 
the capital of both: by the late census it appears 

anufacturipg capital «f the cr untry is 
seven hundrei mijlions ot dollars; ibat of the agri- 
culiurists is bree thousand millions, Contrast the 











population: the agricultyral population is twelve 
millions; that of manufactures one and a half mil- 
lion. The consumers are as eight to one; the 
e'cht are taxed to protect the one; while he is only 
paying one-eighth of the tax imposed on the nine. 

When you go to lay taxes for protection, why 
not do it to protect farmers as well as manufac- 
turers? Why not protect our laborers by shutt': ; 
out foreign laborers, Germans, Irish, and Eng!: 
You cannot do it, because you must uproot ihe 
very foundation on which we stand as a nalion 
If you cannot do it in these instances, why are you 
to attempt ttin favorof a favored class,called man- 
ufacturers? What is it supports your commerce? 
Is it the consumption and exports of your agricul- 
turists, or those of ycur mavufacturers? 

He entered into tables of statistics to show that, 
as duties rise, exports fall off; and as duties fall, ex- 
ports rise. 

You tax all the materials entering into the con- 
sumption of our ship-building; you tax iron, cord- 
age, sheathing, (unless the bill be amended as pro- 
posed by the committee,) and yet expect our ship- 
ping to stand the competition with that of Kaog- 
land. You tax commerce so heavily that you not 
only restrain it, bat “—_ ish its energies. In co- 
ing this, you cripple your Navy, your army, and 
every arm of “your nation nal defence. Ifyou want 
ieief from your embarrassments, retrench; re- 
duce your expenditures; bring duwn your demands 
upen the Treasury; take back your land fund; 
plece this three “millions agaia at the disposal of 
the Treasury; and, wher you have done ali this, 
you will be saved the necessiiy of crippling your 
commerce, and your true sources of national de- 
fence will flourish, and inspire confidence at home 
and respect abroad. 


[Mr. W. spoke upwards of two hours; so that 
the above sketch wiil be considered a mere vutline 
of his arguments. ] : 

Mr. EVANS said he regretted being \ inder the 
necessity of again addressiog the Senate at this 
stage of the discussion; but the Senator from New 
Hampshire had advanced some arguments, and 
mace some statemenis, which were apparently so 
well receized on the other side, and were, at the 
same time, so erroneous, that, although he was not 
so weil prepared as he couid wish, he would, never- 
thele-s, endes vor to make some reply. 

Tne Senator, in the first place, had objected to 
the amount proposed to le raised. And here he 
would remark that he did not think the Senator 
treated the su! hject fairly, by saying that, because 
we could get alone wits eighteen er a y mil- 
hons, caeee re we ought not to pass a bill which 
would produce a greater sum. It was not pro- 
posed that the expenses of the Government should 
come up to the amount to be raised by this bill. 
The necessity for raising twenty-seven millions 
was because of the public debt. How did the 
henorable gentleman propose to get rid of the ten 
millions of debt which already existed?—five and a 
half cf which he had left us to pay, if they were 
to limit their serene to the ordinary expenses of 
the Governme which could not be less than 
$22 000,000-a! hough the Senator set it down at 
$19,000,000, becaus: ¢uring the first half of the 
year they were nine millions and a half. Why 
had it been but nine millions and.a ha'f? One 
reason was, because they had rot the money to 
expenc; and another, that they had not yet made 
ail the appropriation bills availab 

The Senator had stated that o ci vil and diplo- 
matic expenses of the Government would be less, 
for the remaining half of the year, than for the 
half when Congress would be in session; but the 
Senator must be aware that, although the congres- 
sional expenses would ceae, there would be a 
large amount of privaie claims, imposing upon the 
treasury more than doable the amount of congres- 
sional expenses. They were making very large 
appropriations for private claims—ciaims that had 
been ivne over from year lo year, neglected, repu- 
diated, refused, because the Goverument hed not 
the money or the inclinaiion to pay them. A 
whole mass of these claims had been thrown up- 
on this Administration; and, as a more just poliey 
prevailed toward: those that had a more just claim 
upon the Government, demands upe on the treacury 
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‘were consequently increased. Had there been mc- 
ney in the treavury, the expenditure of the first 
half of this year would have been considerably 
greater It was perfectly certain that it would in- 
crease in the latter half, if there should be money 
in the treasury to meet the claims which woul! be 
mad, and could not be refused. 


How could they, with ary propriety,limita reve 
nue bill—if the expenses of the Goveroment only 
"were to be provided fe —to nineicen millions, when 
they had always passed eppropriation hi'ls exe: ed- 
ing, in the aggregate, twenty-one millions of dol- 
Jais?. The gentleman savs, Where are yeur fortifi- 
cation bills? your bills for lighi-houses and for har- 
bor:?. They would yet sce them, he trusted, before 
the cise of the present session. It was the ab- 
sence of there bills that made the first half year’s 
expendiore so small. The geuatleman had voted 
for ail the appropriation bills that had been passed, 
(exceeding twenty-one millions of dvllars,) and yet 
he vould have us stop below that amount in pro- 
viding revenue. He (Mr. E) thought it clearly 
demonstrable that, if they had any regard for pub- 
lic ‘aih—if they intended to meet their engage- 
men's, and did not desire to see their treasury- 
no's still more depreciated, it was the duty of 
Congress to provide a sufficient revenue, not 
merely for the current expenses of the Govern- 
ment, but to provide a fund for the redemption ot 
ahose notes. 

The Senator’s next objection was to the prin- 
ciple of raising the whole of the revenue from du- 
ties on imports. He seemed to be impre:sed with 
the opinion that the rate of duties ought not to ex- 
weed 20 per cen'. He would not follow the Sena- 
torso fully into the details of the bi:l as he had 
gone. But with reference to the addition cf 10 per 
cent. on goods imported from those countries be- 
tween which and the United States no commercial 
treaty exists, the gentleman need not be apprehen- 
sive that this additional 10 per cent. would bé 
levied, even if the Imaum of Muscat should senda 
vessel to this country. 

The main scope of the gentleman’s argument 
was, that these duties were a tz2.x upon the consumer 
of the goods; that every man living ir a log cabin 
in the West will have to bear the burden of these 
duties; and complained, also, of the cash system 
making another increase of 10 per cent.. Accerd- 
ing to the Senator’s opinions, he (Mr. Evans) had 
always considered the cash system the most eco- 
nomica!; but the honorable Senator’s argument 
tended to favor the credit system—a system which 
rendered it necessary for the importer, in order to 
cover hi« losses, to increase the price of his goods, 
and thus make it more burdensome upon the con- 
sumer. Mr. E. proceeded to show that, so far 
from being burdensome upon the great body of the 
community, as the Senator from New Hampshire 
had argued, it would be precisely the reverse. If it 
were a protective tariff, it had been called for, not 
by the manufacturers, but by the merchants and 
shipowners. 

He referred to the public meetings that had been 
* beld in the various cities, and the demand that had 
proceeded from every class for the passage of a 
bill of this description. Mr. E. entered into a 
minute examination of the effect that would be 
produced upon our foreign trace by the imposition 
of a rate of duties such as was proposed by the 
bill. He contended that a higher rate of duty had 
ordinarily the effect of reducing the price of the 
goods imported, and that iis effect would be to 
benefit the agricultural class, for the interests of 
which the S:nator has expressed so much anxiety. 

Mr. WOODBURY made a brief reply to Mr. 
Evans’s observations, chiefly wita a view of refer- 
ring that Senator to the deleterious effects of a re- 
strictive tariff upon the navigation and the shipping 
interests. In reference to the British tariff, he 
showed that duties for revenue were, in that coun- 
try, under 20 per cent; but when prohibitory du- 
ues were intended, they were made high enough to 
effect that object. Tue average had not exceeded 
334 per cent. Fie showed that, in England, the 
reduciivn of duties on articles of prime consumption 
had been found, by experience, to increase the 
amouni of revenue received. 

In France, the average of duties did not exceed 
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17 per cent.; and that was considered enormous. 
But when the Government cf France wanted to 
protect any paricvlar manulac'ure, it imposed a 


prohibitory Cuty, keeping the tariff on articles of 


prime necessity as low as possible 

Ia reply to the remark «f the Senator from 
Maine, that an increase of cuties did not have the 
effect to enhance the price of the article imported, 
he (¥r. W.) would ask, then why were the im- 
porters so eager to have the duties increased, with 
a view to give them protection? Why were they 
making such urgent appeals to obtain the increase, 
even to the violation of the Constitation? He was 
not for taxing one branch of the community at the 
expense of the other; all that he contended for was 
equality. 

Mr. MILLER moved an adjournment; and 

The Senate adjourned. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuespay, July 25, 1842. 


Mr. COOPER of Pennsylvania presented the 
resolutions of a public mee'ting in Pennsylvania 
in favor of a protective tariff. 

Mr. GOODE of Virginia asked leave to present 
a memorial from Hugh A. Garland, esq., late Clerk 
of the House, in vindication of his conduct from 
the charges made againsi him by the Committee on 
ihe Public Expenditures. He moved that the me- 
morial be laid on the table and prinied. 

Mr. ANDREWS of Kentucky objected. 

Mr. GOODE sail he was somewhat surprised to 
see ihe gentleman objecting to a memorial in vin- 
dication of private characier. 

Mr. ANDREWS withdrew his objection, and 
the memorial was referred to the Committee on 
Public Ex; enditures, and ordered to be prinied. 

Several ineffectual attemps were made to pre- 
sent petitions, &c., 

Mr. ARNOLD insisting upon the consideration 
of the urfinished busidness ot yesterday. 

THE REDUCTION OF THE MEMBERS’ PAY. 

When the House adjourned yesterday, the pend- 
isg question was upon the second reading of the 
bill to reduce the compersation of Senators, Rep- 
resentatives, and Delegates in Congress, and to re- 
peal all other acts on the subject. 

A eall of the House was moved and ordered. 
143 members answered to their names. The ab- 
sentees were then calied; and i! appeared that 168 
were in the hall. 

A motion was then made to suspend all further 
proceedings in the call: rejec'ed—ayes only 49. 
Excuses were heard aud admiited in behalf of 11 
absentees; when 

Mr. S. MASON moved to dispense with all fur- 
ther proceedings under the cal'; which motion was 
carried in the affirmative. 

Mr. ANDREWS then moved the previous ques- 
tion on the second reading or rejection of the bill; 
which was sustained. 

The question was then put: “Shall the bill be 
reiec'ed?” and cecided in the negative—ayes 45, 
noes 134. 

The question thea recurred on the second read- 
ing of the bill. 

Mr. TURNEY called for the yeas and nays; but 
they were not ordered. 

Mr. ARNOLD then rose and said, at the wish 
of several friends, who he believed were sincere in 
desiring retrenchment, he would move to reter the 
bili to a select commiiiee. 


Mr. EVERETT sai, as it was evident a large 
maj rity was in favor of the bill, they might as 
well go on andcomplete it. They knew very well 
if the bi!l should go to a committee, that would b2 
the last they would hearof it. The gentleman 
from Tennessee (ir. ARNoLD] had begun where 
other bills had terminated; and while he (Mr. E ) 
did not believe that the pay of the members was 
too high, there were some abuses which he desired 
to see corrected. This might be a measure that 
might be useful to demagozues befure the country; 
but, so far as he knew the sentiments of the people, 
it wes nol the sentiment of the people that Con- 
gress was extravagantly paid. Other gentlemen 
might bave betier sources of information than he 
bad, for he had been ever in his seat, Those 
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genilemen who had been absent for wecks to- 
gether from their seats might know the opinions of 
the peeple beiter than those whv bad been here, 
day in and day cul, from the commencement of the 
session—[Laughter]—and who had been driven 
so often to move calls of the House for want of a 
quorum, occasioned by the absence cf those gen- 
ilemen who received their pay while absent from 
their seats, but who came here and played the 
demagogue. He desired that the Honse should go 
on; and for that purpose he moved the previous 
question. 

Mr. ANDREWS asked if it was in order to 
move to Jay the whole subject on the table; and he 
called the yeas and nays thereon. 

Mr. G. DAVIS hoped the instructionsof the gen- 
tleman from Indiana (Mr. R. W. Tuompson] 
might be read for the information of the House. 

The motion to lay on the table was negatived. 

Mr. R. W. THOMPSON inquired what the po- 
sition of the question wa-? 

The SPEAKER said the previous question 
would bring the House to a direct vote on the en- 
grossment of the bill. 

The vote «as then t2ken on the motion for the 
previous question; which was negatived—the vote 
being 67 in the affirmative, and 71 in the negative. 

Mr. ARNOLD again expressed his desire that 
the bill should go to a select committre; for he wa: 
satisfied of his inability to perfect a measure of 
this importance—and the bill before the House he 
had only designed ss an cutline;—and if sucha 
committee should be appoinied, he hoped the 
Speaker wou!d not place him upon it. 

Mr. R. W. THOSIPSON proposed to amend the 
motion of the genilemsn from Tennessee [Mr. AR- 
NOLD] by moving that the bill be commitied to the 
Committee of the Whole House en the state of the 
Union, with instructions. 

The Cierk read the instructions, which proposed 
to strike out the whole till, ard to substitute 
another, providing that each member of the Senate 
and of the House of Representat ve shall receive 
eight dollars per diem for the actual days that 
he may attend, unless his absence should be 
occasioned by sickness, or by leave of the House 
of which he is a member. Also, that the mileage 
of the members be calculated on a straight line 
from their places uf residence. Further: that the 
pay of the members be reduced one-fourth after 
Congress shall have been in session five months, 
and a reduciion of one-fourth every succeeding 
month. 

Mr. BOTTS said it was not his purpose to 
charge any one wiih demagoguism. If there had 
been any demagoguism on this floor, he confessed 
he was at a loss io determine which of the two par- 
ties on this question had exhibited the greatest de- 
gree of it. He was opposed to this biil, for the 
reason that he had never been able to bring his 
mind to the belief that members of Congress were 
sufficiently paid. He took it that any gentleman 
who is worthy to occupy a seaton this floor, had 
business at home which must be neglected by his 
attendance here, which was worth a sum «qual to 
wat he would receive for his attendance in Con- 
gress. Some gentiemen got up and talked about 
ihe extravagant pay of members of Congress, and 
a litie demagognism might perbaps be exercised 
on that subject. 

Ohers talked about the absence cf members; 
and ine gentleman from Indiana [Mr. Tnompson] 
had introduced instructions to the Committe of the 
While on that exbject. The mileage, also, was 
tie subject of comment; but why did not gentlemen 
who live at a distance get upand introduce an 
amend:nent to reduce the mileage, if they sincere- 
ly desired to econcmize? Vihy, there were gentle- 
men whose mileage amounted nearly to 
$2,000, whose actual expenses @id not exceed $150. 
tis own mileage was about $100; but his actual 
expenses going and retnining were not over $20. 
Gentlemen from New York travelled perhaps over 
three hundred miles, aud they received $300, and 
probably their actual cost was not more than $20. 
‘Chere were some gentlemen whose compensation, 
inciading their mileage, amounted 10 $24 a day; 
while be, (Mr. B.) inicpendent of his per diem al- 
lowance, did not receive more than 374 cents; and 
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was there any equa'ity there?) Wiih respectto the 
absence of members from their seats, he observed 
that some resided so far from the seat of Govern- 
ment that they could not visit their homes; but it 


would so happen, es long as he was a member of 


that House—and he was nei'her afraid nor ashamed 
to avow it—'bat he occasional'y went home to see 
his family, cr to atlend to engagewents of a presi- 
ing characier. He had no objection to be deprived 
of his compensation while be was absent; but he 
hoped, in the whole arrangement, there would be 
a litle evenhanded justice. 

While he was up, he would take occasion to say 
—tor he was no demagogue—that he wouid preter 
to vote for an increase of the daily compensation 
of members. He would reduce ihe miteage, and 
increase the pay. Hedid no! know but he would 
vote to increase it to $12; ani, iastead of taking it 
from the public treasury, he would take it from 
the gentlemen who res:de at a disiance from the 
seat of Government. 

Mr. LEWIS said he voted yesterday agains! 
taking up this bi!!; and he did so because he theught 
it was a proposition to reduce the pay of m mbers 


of Congress only; and he thought that membeis of 


Congress were worse paid than any of the officers 
of the Government. He thougat many clerks in 
the departments, and many clerks in that Elouse— 


copying clerks—were better paid than members of 


Congress. They sat there two sessions during 
each Congress—the long and the short ons—wia- 
king ten months, generaliy, in ihe whole; which 
was so large a portion of their time that they could 
devote themselves to nothing else at home. and 
their compnsation amounted io from $1 600 to 
$1,700 per annum. A friend near him suggesied 


that it was but $1,300. And tois was the salary ef 


officers of the highes! grade—for they were in‘erior 

uly to the President, and, perhaps, the heads of 
departments—while there were copying clerks re- 
ceiving $1,500, and many of them receiving $1,250. 
He was of opinion that $1,600 was a less compen- 
sation here, in offices that were not permanent, 
than $809 would be at home. He voted against 
taking up this bill yesterday, because he thought 
it was an assault on the pay of members of 
Congress; and that, he should resist. He had 
been here two or three years, and he was 
satisfied he could not remain here for much 
less; but if the House went for a reduction of sal- 
aries in good faith, many of which he believed to 
be too high—and they were increased in a worse 
state of the currency, when the state of things 
required more than was row necessary,—if the 
House reduced the pay of members of Congress to 
$6, he would submit, incompetent though he be- 
lieved it to be. But low as was the pay of mem- 
bers of Congress, in his estimation, he would net 
move to increase it. There was a proposition, 
however, made some days ago, which he should 
wish to see passed—a propositioa that, after a cer- 
tain time, the pay of members be reduced to $6: 
that he was willing to see—not forthe purpose of re- 
ducing the pay, but for the purpose of hastening the 
adjournment of Congress. However, though he 
voted against taking up the bill, since he had scen its 
character he had voted for the previous question; 
because, even in i's present shape, he was willing 
to vote for it if the House was, in good faith, go- 
ing for the redaction of salaries. And thouzhhe 
did not think the pay of members of Congress 
ought to be reduced, yet, for the grea! goo that 
might be effected, he would submit to the partial 
injustice. 

Mr, FILLMORE said he had not intended 
to take part ia this debate; but, as he never 
expected a seat on this floor again, whatever he 
said cou!d not be attributed to any self-interest, 
and he could assnre the Liouse it would be found- 
ed solely on what he deemed the public goud. De 
was satisfied, from what little attenticn he ha! 
paid to the subject, that the per d - n compensation 
of members of Congress was not too great. Any 
member who performed his duty earned well 438 
per day, and therefore he was notin favor of the 
reduction. There was a greater evil than ali this, 
which required reformation more ‘ben a redaction, 
or even an abvlitioa of the pay; and that was, that 
they shoul, if possibie, so regulate the matter as to 
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Was th: treat et ? correction of that was the 
greai remedy for all tbe h they suffered 
He wouid, therefore, agree to cut off the pay of 
avsent members, unless their 


evils whi 


avséuce Was occa- 
stoned by sickness, and, in that case, he doubted 
nol permission of the House would aiways be ob- 
tains “dj “Bo he would allow mo other excuse than 
sickue: 3; aud ‘herefore be hoped that this bil!, so 
far as it proposed to cutoff the pay of members 
not attending to their Cuties, might become a law. 


He believ: 
that could 
country 


d this would b 


the greatest 
be effected 


reformation 
in that House and for the 
What had they witnessed there? Had 


arhCac?e 


they not, from day to day, had the business of the 
country stopped, because half avd mere than half 
of the members were abseni trom their duties? 


And what was the remedy?) He knew not thet it 


would be found ia takiog away the pay of absent 


members; but be would, try i', nevertheless. If the 
remedy was notto be found in that, some other 


remedy must be foun|, or that body would sink in 
public estimation so low as to lose all moral ia- 


tlaence in the country. 
Someining had been saiu of ihe large amount 
of milesge aud traveiling expenses. At the first 


view, he should say it was too large, an shou'd 
be reduce!; but there were too sides to the qucs- 
tion; and though some rcduction might b> mace, 
he would not goto me extravagant lengths that 
some genlemen proposed. What would be the 
consequence of an ex'ravagant redaction? Why, 
he ventured to predict that three years would no 
pass before propositions would be agitated to re- 
move the seatot Government further wes; and 
thus mucd time, and necessari!y much mouey, 
would be consumed. Then,as a maticr of econ 
omy of the public 
public « fficers, he would avoid such agi‘ations. He 
believed the mileage of members might be re- 
duced, so as io avoid that consequence, which 
he would avoid as a greater evil. 

Wi:h respect to the proposition to reduce the 
pay of members after they had been here a certain 
time, he would observe that the time weuld be 
mach shorter if they could compel the actual at- 
tendance of members. Iie would, however, agree 
to gradual reduciion, until it came down to nothing, 
that the Government organ might not have the op- 
portunity to say that ey were operated apon by 
mercenary motives. He would cheerfully go for 
a reduction of the pay of members of Congress, 
after the session had exceeded five mouths, as p:o- 
posed by the gentleman from Indiana, one quarter 
per month, until no compensation was allowed; 
but he boped the bili would be committed toa 
committee to perfect it, and then let it be brough: 
back, and receive the acti on of the House. 

Mr. POPE said be was in Congress under the 
law allowing but $6 per diem, and their cxpen-es 
were less now than they were then. 
prised to hear gentlemen ta'k about their salaries 
being less than the salaries of other public officers. 
Those gentlemen did not consider te represen'a- 
live character as he did, fi c he did not considei 
himself im that light. He e did not consider that he 
came here to work for compensaiion; bat that he 
came here asio a post of honor and distinction. 
He did no! look upon this as a money- making busi- 
ness; and he though: it would have the b si po 
ble eff-ct to reduce their compensation to what it 
was thirty yearsago But he was opposed to the 
Means (0 whied soe gentlemen 
the purpose or shortening the ns; ft 
ed it proper that their legislation shonld be calm 
and deliberate. : 


The centile: 


He was sur- 
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nen from the West were necessarily 
enable to go Lome occasionaliy during a s¢ssion, 
as those wh resided nearer to the seai of Govern- 
men! could do; aud, conseqven'ly, they wusi either 
employ somebody to attend to their bnsiness for 
the: mm, oF itimiust go wholly neglected. He was on- 
posed, then, to @yyvihing being introduced into the 
nll other thao in relation to the pay of members. 


tie objested to avy interference wiih the milezzZe; 
bathe wa: willing to reduce both pay and mil:- 
age it the House would give them sometbing ade- 
gate to pay their expenses. He was, also, will- 


i ing thet the vote should be taken on the bill now, 


time, and the employmeni of 


instead of referring it to either a select commiiie 
or to a Committee of the Whole House. 

Mr. SHIELDS addressed the House at some 
lencth, but his speech is necessarily delayed to a 
future publication. 

Mc. GWIN observed that he would not htve 
occupied the time of tne House at this late period 
oi the session, when we shou'd act and noi talk, 
bat for the remarks of the gentleman from Ken 
tucky (Mr. Unperwoop] and the gentleman from 
Virginia (Mr. Borrs] on the subject of mileage. 
The impression is attempted to be made that the 
members from the remoie West and Southwest 
come here to make money, and do make money, 
on account of the large amount of mileage tuey 
receive for their attendance here. If such is the 
honest opinion of any person, here or elsewhere, 
they are greatly mistaken. Gentlemen appear to 
overlook eutirely the expenses incurred and the dit- 
ficultiesencountered by a Western and Southwestern 
member, in coming on here with his family. He said, 
a(ter his election, that occurred only a month before 
the meeting of Congress, he had made particular 
inquiries, of those familiar with the different routes 
to this place, which was the best, to insure a cer- 
lain and specdy arrival. He was advised, by all 
means, to take what is called the Southern route— 
by the way of New Orleans, Mebile, and Charles. 
ton—as the navigation of the Onio is so uncertain, 
at that season of the year, that you are liable to be 
compell:d to travel from Cincinnati to Frederick, 
at that inclement season, night and day, in stages. 
This is risking the lives of females and children 
who are cniy accustomed to the mild climate of 
the South. Under this advice, he left home in full 
time to have taken bis seat here on the firstday of 
the session; but, on his arrival at New Orleans, he 
ascertained that the late freshets in Aladama ‘and 
Georgia had destroyed all travel between Mobile 
and Charleston, washing off the bridges on the 
stage rout rendering the railroads unfit for 
use. One ge eae was brought to him at the 
ho'cl where he put up, who had just arrived from 
Mobile, ew bo stated that he was compe iled to have 
ah arse, and iravel on horseback upwards of ninety 
miles, to get to Mobile; and that he was two days 
ia advance of the mail. He (Mr. G.) was then 
roduced to the alternative of retracing his steps 
four hundred miles, to where he had started from, 
and risk the uncertainty of the navigation on the 
Ohio, and the: great exposure his tamily would 
be subjected to, in traveling over the mouniains 
in the stage, cr reach Charleston by the way 
of Havana, in the island of Cuba. He 
chose the latter; and the result was, that 
iustead of reaching here on the 6th of December, 
as he had calculated, be got here on the 23; and 
then was compelled to leave his family at Havana, 
te come On ia the regular mail-boat, while he took 
the first conveyance—a mic-erable little schooner, 
in which he was buffeted about on the coast as long 
a time as, under favorable circumstances, he could 
have made the trip from home to this city. A col- 
teague in the other House of Congress, [Mr. 
Wacker,] with whom he (Mr. G.) started, 
wait dfor the regular mail-pecket from Havana 
to Charleston, and was detained from his seat to 
re Ast of Januar y- Voshow the uncertainty of 
either ronte, ke would state that ano here olleague 
in the Senate [Ml -, Henperson] ieft New Orleans 


2S, af 


for this place, by the way of Louisville, Cincinnati, 
and Whee in a the same evening we left for 
Havans; and he arrived here one evening, and Mr, 
(7. the -ext. That this m ay! not be c ns net d an 
isolated case, he would state avother of the 
Senators from Missis ippi “TM. Warner] was 


ected to the Sonate in the first week of January, 
1835, and started very soon after, with his family, 
sis Whea he got to the mouth of Cam- 
beriand river, he found the Ouio above that point 
} He was compelled to go to 
Maysv itle; where, 
from itiness, brorzht on by the journey, he was 
compelled to leave his family; and he rea: hed this 
ebruary, six or seven weeks 
aiter his elec ion, and undergoing the greatest ex- 
posure, which created an illness sa severe with one 
member of his family, as detained them to the 
month of May before they reached here. 


t nee ht , t 
thence by stage to 


city on the Qiof F 
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Another member trom that State, elected to the 
same Concress, [General Dick on,] t ok cold from 





the exposure to whica he Was subdjeciet In travel 
ling here, which terminated in his death His 
colleague [ Mr. Claiborne] was confined nearly the 
whole of the session from sic Mess, brought oa in 


the same way. Butit was useless to detain the 
House with other instances of similar exposure, 
detention, and expense, which he could instance. 
His expenses were but little lessfiban a thousand 
dollars, from the time he left his home waul he 
reached this place. A money-making business! 
There was not, (Mr. G. said) as he be 
member on thi- floor from the West oi 
whose pay and mileege paid bise expe nses 
thought he coald sprak with cettainty as to tne 
members from his own State, hin its admission 1- 
to the Union to this time, that not one had saved a dol- 
lar that he drew for his pay and mileage. In many 
instances they had been bankrupted by ihe neglect 
of their business at home, and their expenditures 
here over the amount they bad received. Thg gen- 
tlemap from the Richmond district can tell within 
half an hour of bis arrival or departure from his 
home for this city. Wein tne West and South- 
west often miss our caiculations by weeks. 


lieved, a 
nthwest 
here. He 


Before taking his seat, he must express his sur 
prise at the remarks of the honorable gentleman 
from New York, [Mr. Fitumone ] the chairman of 
the Committee of Ways and Means 
man had deprecated, 11 his usual forerble manner, 
long sessions of Congress, and had suegesiel a 
remedy to puta stop to them. This complaint 
comes with a bad grace from him. Here we are 
in the midst of the longest session of Congress 
(with probably the exception of some one during 
the last war,) that has ever sat since the foundation 
of this Government;—in the midst of it, for we have 


That gentle- 


not designated at what time we intend to ad} urr; 
and yet we have beenin se sich longer than ant 
of our predeces-crs, wih the exception above- 
named; and whois to blame for 1? Sir, (said 


Mr. G ) the delay } 


chargeable to the genileman 


himself, and no other. At his door Coes the re- 
sponsibility of this long session rest; and with a 


} 


and tact, he cannot put it else- 
where. [fis omnipotent powerin th’s House is 
known and ‘elt, and must be acknowled T-e 
great measure of ihis session (ihe tarifl) only came 
tous from the commilee of which he chair- 
man when we ought to have been ready i { 
journ and go home, instead of being reporied 
the month of Januaiy hould have been, 
which would have brought this session to a close 
long ago. 

Mr. FILLMORE asked the genileman from 
Mississippi to permit him to give the reason why 
that bill was not reported soon After the report 
of the Secretary of the Treasury was referred to 
them, they sat for seven hours p-r day, consiantly 
laboring to mature the details ot 
lay was with the Treasury De; 
been often and earnestly begged ty the committee 


of his arguments 


ged. 


aa 


a | ae 





” 


the bill ‘The de- 


artmen', 


J 
and this House to send ina report. He thought it 
an act cf cuty io the comm ‘ Ire thi Ai. 


mept in answer to tee uneaied-icr Mack upien it 
that had been 
from Mis’is ppl 

Mr. GWIN ‘said he had vundersicod th 
was the practice of this FYouse to call on the d-- 
partment for a p importe 
ject bad been acted upon hereiofore, bat he th 


made by the honorable geitieman 


oject when this 


ita practice more honored in the breach th 
observance ln this i nce, in particular - 


iterated the charge taat ii was no excuse to th 


Committees of Ways and Means for not reporting 
bill en this important subject ia January last. 
It was known to the commitiee and i biale 
country that legislation on tb erea ubject 
must be had before the 30:h of June, if x 
did our duty; yet we had alm arrived at that 





period of the sesssion before the ¢ 
ported their bill. thi ssi 
cannot be thrown upon the Exceutive or th 


mimiitee re- 


Secretary of the Treasury. I: nas been com 
mitted here in this kall by the mejoriiy—and 
a triumphant! majoriy—led by the gentleman 
himse'f. He knew thai was of some conse- 
quence to this majerity lo get a report from the 
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ary, De part tmen! 


oppressive tariff they 


, © have some excuse fi 
intended to pass; 








ir the 
and they 





W fally riage by t report and bil! that 
created, by its miserable cefects and unjust rro- 
Visions, an aan logy for the monstrous tariff bill 


that was reported by the committee and has been 
passed by this House. 

The genileman need not al 
ponsibitity off his own shoulders 
Secretary of the Treasury. ILe was bound, as the 
financial organ of this House, to report bis bil of 
supply before kis appropriation bills, and no man 
doubts, if he had we would have passed 
upon it leng since, and we would new have been 
ai our homes. The gentleman is backed by 
powerful majority here, that enables him to pass 
any of his bills. He has had added to his power 
ano'her instrument, never before used in this Gov- 
einment—the power of stopping discussion, the 
gag and the hour rule, by which he can determine 
to aminute when a bil! will pass this House. Yet 
here we are, doing ncthirg; have done no'hing but 
pass biils that we knew would be vetoed, by which 
politcal capital may be made in the country. He 
woen'd condemn such a course, no matter what 

ary pursued it. And let gentlemen do as they 

ay, and say what they pPRense, the responsibi'y is 
bese, and the people will place it here, and heid us 
toasolemn account for cur delay in despa'ching the 
public basi 


re- 
and fix it on the 


sixes 
tempt io shift the 


done so 


ness. 


Like the gea'!oman from New York, [Mr. Fitt- 
MoRE,] he did not expect to hold a seat on this 
floor after the present Congress, and he wontld 


therefore speak impartially of the bill before us, 


He did not think there was a gentieman here who 
tid not spend. in the pertormanee ef his dnty 
did not spend, in the performance of his dnty, 


every dollar he reeeived fo 
Yet, as a mea 
fae i 
Mr. BOWNE « 
taining the fl or, | 
country the motives 
hould give. I had remarked by the 
member from Albany, there was not time 
enough left to play out this game at this protracted 
period of the session; and further, that, s 
garded the pay and 


r mileage and per diem. 
sure of reform, he was w_iling to 
vole 

in obs 
re the 


to 0 
yore pe 


s-med himself for 
that he might spread bef 
that would indnes the 
been well 

inat 


yyat 
Uit2eé 


ofarasre- 
milezge of members of Con- 


gress there was nothing that called on this Con- 
gress, to pass such a law as had been introduced by 
the honorable member from Tennessee. He had 


met this question—as he had ge every question that 
had been presented here for bis yote—boldly and 
without desire to aveid or aie ge the question 

He had given such a voleas his judgment dictated, 
1 to see the 


any 


znd he was not dispe question shuf- 
fled off by reference toace acaypiion where it would 
go to the canbe f the Canulets, neverto be heard of 


again. He was for meeting the question on its 
merits, on the motion to reject the b.1], and he had 
voted for the rejection. 

Great misapprehensi 
on the subject of the 
He knew that a 


on (Mr. B. said) 
pay of members ¢ 


orevailed 
{ Congress. 


the « 





great many were of pio iien 
that they were re iving exorbitant nd 
a bes vhat they ed. Th 5 
{ r to ¢ itrovert He wh n ep r nit, 
winii ¢ le egue, that a evn and 
he was willing to remedy i the way pro- 
nosed. Much of the evil that existe uled from 
e absence of members from their duties; and he 
agreed wih tir cvuliea that the most appropriate 
remedy wou etocutci the pay of such mem- 
bers, unless they should be absent by leave of t' 
Hous He knew that onee, dvrinz this session, a 
matter of the most urgent necessity (sicliness In h 
family) called him away, ard he was detained for 
7 } - | 
several days; but he would have gone ub 
oneration of such 2 law as his colleague proposed 
H v ‘willingly have relinani hed h yer Ji m 
i Ould Wiley Nave renpgaisnea at Pp m, 
ra her than have remained bere, circumstance’ as 
he wa He had no doubt that other henorable 
members who hed been absent covld have showr 
a 4 aiaall 
is d reasons for t! as he dic. such cas 
1 be pro ded fo i et rocsted | y his 
lf ¢ sbher t he l hw 
col PueE jf a membet! t ‘ d by 
disease, or if sickness shosid ceeur ta his family, 
the Honsce would exense him; batif he should be 
‘ 7. . once j rr 
absent in the pursuit either of pleasure or hi n 
} } ; . . et . 
private busifess, den justice requ red that his couw- 





~ 











pensation should he suspended. This, he believed, 
would cure the evil under which the House had so 
often labored, of wanting a quorum, and which had 
so much impeded the business of the session. Bat 
the gentleraan who introduced this bi!l contended 
that members of Congress were receiving more 
than their services were worth 
ARNOLD denied he 





Mr. 
thing. 
Mr. BOWNE. 


had said any such 
How then could the gentleman 
account for the introduction cf the bill? 

Mr. ARNOLD said that he introduced the bi 
because he believed that, in times like these, mem- 
bers of Congress called upon ‘o make sac- 
rifices for the good of the country. 

Mr. BOWNE said it was 
peach the motives of the genileman, and he had 
no inclination to enlist party fe lings; but what (he 
asked) could have induced the member to introduce 
a bill of this description, if he was not of the 

opinion that members of Congress were receiving 
more than they de-erved? Had the constituents of 
the gentleman called on bim to make a_ personal 
sacrifice? Wonld any gentleman here admit that 
he had a constituency who woull require him to 
come here and labor, day in and day out, witha 
aatieias of his private busines s, and a sacrifice of 
ali his domestic comforts, for less than he now re- 
ceived? His cons‘iuents (Mr. B. sai‘) would not 
return him to this hall, if he expressed such an 
opinion of them. But he would like to know if 
the newspaper slang cf the day, and the discus- 
sions outot doors, in relation to the per diem of 
members of Congress, vad not given rite to the 
introduction of this bil. He had seen articles in 
some of the peliical papers, (and he would here 
obseive that they weie not confined to either of 
the creat pc es al parties of the cay,) attacking 
indecently this House and this Congress—not only 
mthe subject of pay and mileage, but on others. 
I admit (s aid Mr. B ) th at our ne doing is to be 
set down as one of our darkest deeds here; but I do 
deny that we are obnoxious to the many and in- 
cecent charges that bave been made against us. 
He concurred entirely in the remarks just made by 
the gentleman who preceded him—that the members 
of this House had been more poorly paid than 
any individual in the service of the people. Now, 
(said Mr. B.,) let us inquire why it is that the coun- 
iry charges us with receiving more than we ought 
to receive. Were those who made the charge 
aware of all the expenses to which members of 
Coneress were subjected here?’ There was one ex- 
penditure to which they were subjected, which the 
public was not generally aware of. Members upon 
this floor were compelled, almost ex necessitate, to 
expend hundreds of dollars for the purchase and dis- 
tribution of documents to enlighten the public mind 
on the important interests of the country. This 
their constituents expected of them, and members 
were ia some measure under an obligation to fdo 
e. The public at large did not understand the 

_ nses ¢ f living in this city; for, if they did, they 
would reaci'y sce how it was that members of Con- 
ke money out of their $8 per 
fcis bill might pass and become 
that there were gentlemen who 
iauch out of this question, and who 
appear before their constituents as 
champions of reirenchment and reform; because, 
without getting up somes kind of humbug, they 
could nol, peraaps, be returned again. But let 
him tellthem they mistaken, for the pub- 
lic would uncers'and the whole movement. He 
would notice cone remark that had been made by 
the genilemen from Teunessce who introduced the 


were 


far from him to im- 





° in ae ' awe 
me Foo COuld GO like 
ia mileage. 

He k ew 


io mek 


day a: r 


a law. 
wished 


Cesired to 


were 


bill. Hie asked the House to give him but two 
weeks to see whether public sentiment w?s not in 
favor of the measure. Now, did not every man, 
man, & and child, know that a delay of two weeks 

ai v e bill? fhe publie would 


Would not the constitu- 
nC aa he had brought 
{not coitemplate pass- 





mado an explanation, the 

lip ot heard 
Bat if the gent’eman expecied this bill to pass at 
this session, why was he willing to subuiil to the 
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delay of sending it to acommittee? Did any one 
expect this session to last two weeks longer? and 
did he expect a bill of that importance to undergo 
the supervision of a committee, be returned to the 
House,and acted on before the adjournment? If the 
gentleman contemplated passing it, why not move 
to go into Committee of the Whole, and act on it 
al once? 

He had a word or two to say on the subject of 
mileage beiore he closed. He agreed wih the gen- 
tleman from Mississippi that, considering the priva- 
tion and difficulties encountered by members in con- 
sequence of coming here from a great distance, the 
compensation they received in mileage was not 
too high. He admitted that, some weeks ago, he 
was of the opision that the larger amount received 
by some members tkan others, on aecount of their 
mileage, created a great inequality in theircompen- 
sation; but since he had taken a more accuraie ex- 
amination of the subject, he had come to a different 
conclusion. Toe separation of nembers from their 
families—the impossibility of going home to see 
them during the session—the absolute neglect of 
their private business, together with the expense, 
hardships, and perils of travelling a great distance 
from home;—all the-e taken into consideration, he 
thougot that such members were not better paid than 
the others. For his part, he was williag to trust the 
matter to his constituents. They were honest 
and intelligent, and no demagogues conld deceive 
them. 


Mr. GILMER observed, that this debate had 
arisen very unexpectedly tohim. He was not in 
the House yesterday, when the gentleman from 
Tennessee asked leave to introduce this bill. He 
had supposed that, as they were now so near the 
period of adjournment, no new project of re- 
trenchment and reform would be introduced, after 
the army and navy bills. His general views on 
this subject were well known to the House; and he 
would, therefore, say nothing in regard to it. But 
he now rose to test whether this bill was, as it had 
been characterized, a mere game to win political 
capital by, or whether it was instituted to reform 
existing abuses. There were abuses that ought to 
be corrected; and it was well known to the member 
from Tennessee that, months ago, he (Mr. G.) 
had the hoszor to introduce several bills, hav- 
ing that object in view, which were then 
lying on the table in a dormant state. One 
proposed to reduce and regulate the mileage of 
members of Congress, by reducing it from eight to 
six dollars for every twenty miles’ travel, and by 
directing the computation of the amount of each 
member’s mileage 'o be made by the post office 
distances, instead of allowing members to regulate 
it themselves, and sometimes charge constructive 
journeys. They had been told that, by reducing 
the pay of members, they ran the hazard of expel- 
ling from the hail many of the most useful mem- 
bers. He was aware of that. He was aware that 
coming to Congress was not the money-making af- 
fair that it was supposed to be; but still he thought 
there was good reason why some retrenchment 
might be introduced into this branch of the public 
service. Suppose (said Mr G.) you inerease the 
pay to twelve dollars: do you suppose that ‘he 
members would pocket the difference? Far fiom 
it. Theexpenses would increase in proportion to 
the increase of compensation. Charges for board, 
and all the other expenses to which members of 
Congress were subjected here, would be increased 
in proportion. He had also reported two other 
bills; one of which was for abolishing the franking 
privilege—a privilege which subjected the cowntry 
to a very heavy burden, without a corresponding 
benefit. -He (Mr. G.) was in favor of this measure 
on principles of economy, and not for the purpose 


of stinting the pablic officer, who gave his time to. 


the public. To stint was not economy; it was lct- 
ting out the public cfiices to the lowest bidder, 
which the people did not desire, and which he was 
confident they would not approve. Jt was only 
where expenditures were extravagant or unneces- 
sary, that he desired to reduce them. He believed 
that aboushing the franking privilege woeld not 
only preducs a great saving to the country, but 
that it would have ihe effect of diffusing a much 
jarger amount of intelligence among the people 


—— Se on SS 





than was done under the present sy-tem. Mr. G. 
next referred to the other bill reported by the re- 
treuchment committee to abolish the newspaper 
privilege of members, and also io put an end to 
the subscriptions for newspapers ant periodicals 
for the public offices, and indeed all the ctberc 
branches of the public service, civil as well as 
miiitary. This was an abuse that was inereasing 
to an alarming extent, and ought to be corrected. 

Oa the subject of mileage, Mr. G. said that the 
trae principle was to pay to each member the ac- 
tual expenses he incurs in coming here and goivg 
home, aad no more, The question, however, was, 
was tiere to be any action on this bi!l at the pres 
ent session, which was now approaching rapidly 
toac ose? If such is the iutcntion, said Mr, G., 
let us not discuss it for the purpose of making po- 
litical capital out of it. Jadging of this bill by 
those that had preceded it, he hardly thought there 
wag time enough left to give it a proper degree of 
consideration. 

He did not wisi to be cossidered as in favor of 
this bi!l in ail i's parts, for he bad not heard it read, 
and knew net whalit was. He oaly meantto say 
that he concurred in the general principle con- 
tained in il, and was disposed to proceed in good 
faith to put it in sach a shape as to render i's pas- 
sage desirable. If the House was really in earnest, 
let us, said Mr.G@, go at once into Committee of 
the Whole; let it be read, and let such amend- 
ments be made as may be agreed on. Let it then 
be reporied to the Tlou-e in an intelligible shape, 
and put upon its passage. He himself desired to 
suggest severa! amendments, and was ready to of- 
fer them as soon as the Houce resolved it<elf into 
Committee of the Whole. 

After some further remarks, Mr. G. moved that 
the Hcuse resolve itself in‘o Commitiee cf the 
Weole for the purpose of considering this bill. 

Tie SPEAKER said tha! the motion was not in 
order, and state! the question before the House. 

Mr. ARNOLD rose and asked Isave, by genera! 
consent, to offer certain amendments. / 

Mr. CLIFFORD suggested to the gentleman to 
offer an amendment excepting privates of the army, 
and common seamen in the navy, from the opera- 
tions of the bill. 

Mr. ARNOLD answered, that he was willing to 
co so, and would offer that with other amendments. 
Objections, however, were made by several to any 
amendments, and they were therefore not offered. 
After some remarks from Mr. JONES of Mary- 
land, 

Mr. C. BROWN, Mr. GORDON, and Mr. R. 


W. THOMPSON continued the debate, but the 
publication of their remarks is unavoidably post- 
poned. 


Mr. THOMPSON of Indiana concluded by 
modifying his motion so as te withdraw the in- 
structions to the Committee of the Whole; and 
moving, instead thereof, that the select committee 
be instruc'ed to inquise into the expediency cf 
adopting his amendment. 

Atier some remarks from Mr. BURNELL in 
favor of the bili~ 

Mr. JAMES W. WILLIAMS cof Maryland 
moved to strike out all that relates to mile:ge, 
and, in lieu therecf, to insert, as an additional sec- 
tion, the follo vine: 


And he it further enacted, That 


every member of Con- 
gress shall be 


allowed, ii lieu of the present allowance fot 
mileage, for going to, and for returning from, the seat of Gov- 
session Of Congress, a sum ¢ qual to the 
necessary expense that may be actually incurred in making the 
journey by the most usual fr yule, and the ordinary mode i 
travelling the same, and no mor 


Mr. SMITH of Virginia inquired cf the ecnile- 
man from Tennessee if this. bill 


ernment, once at each 


d Was not to tak: 
effect after the next session of Coper ss, and 


net 


to effect the present Congress at all. 


} He observed 
that it wa 


so as to take effect with the 
Congress that mects after the Shof December; 
whereas the present Congress will 


S 


ace 
worded 


meet, for ii 
short session, on the 31 of December next; so that 
the bill will aot affect the members af this Con- 
gress at all. 

Mr. ARNOLD ihen asked leave to amend the 
bill so as to insert the 31 of December next; but, 
several members objecting, the amendiment was not 
received, 


| 





After some further remarks from Messis. 4R- 
NOLD and TURNEY. the latter moved the pre- 
vious ques‘ion, and the question beiog taken by 
tellers, the second was carried—yeas 75, nays 53. 

The SPEAKER said that the effect of the pre- 
vious question would be to carry the HIouse to a 
direct voie on the engros*mment of the bill. 

The yeas and nays on ordering the main ques- 
tion having been ordered and taken, the vote was— 
yeas 89, nays 72 

The question was then taken on the engross- 
ment of the bi!l, and carried in the aftirmative— 
yeas 89, hays 79. 

Mr. MARSHALL then addressed the House at 
length in opposition to the bili. After which, 

Mr. WM. b. CAMPBELL moved a reconsid- 
eratisn of the vole on ordering the bill to be en- 
grossed. 

On motion by Mr McKAY, 

The House adjourned. 





IN SENATE. 
Wepvespay, July 27, 1842. 

Mr. BARROW presented a memorial from 
James W. Calweil, Wm. Christy, and others, 
asking to be relieved as sureties on a custom-heuse 
bond un certain railroad iron; which was referred 
to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. PHELPS, from the Committee on Indian 
Affairs, made an adverse report on the memorial 
of John Philips, praying remuneration fer depre- 
dations committed by the Creek Indians; which 
was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. PHELPS, from the Committee on Pen- 
sions, reported back witheut amendment the fol- 
lowing House billy, and with a recommendation 
that they be indefinitely postponed, viz: 

An act for the relief of William Glover; 

An act for the retief of Cathar:ne Wil-on; 

An act for the relief of Sally Day; and 

An act for the relief of Presiey Grey. 

Mr. HUNTINGTON, from the Committee or 
Commerce, to which had been referred House bill 
entitled An act for the relief of Nathan Smith and 
others, reported the same back without amend- 
ment, and with a recommendation that it do pass. 

The bill providing for the satisfaction of the 
claims arising under the 14th and 19th articles of 
the treaty a! Dancing Rabbit creck, came up on the 
question of engressment. 

Messrs. WALKER ana PHELPS submitted 
some slight modifications to the bill, which were 
agreed to; and the bill was ordered to be engrossed 
for a third reading. 

Mr. YOUNG submitted the following, to be add- 
ed to his resolution of yesterday; which was or- 
dered to be printed, viz: ° 

12. The quantity of land in each State appropriated on a 
count of military bountics for services rendered during the late 
war with Great Britain. 

13. The number of unsatisfied claims on the same account, 
and ihe quanti-y of land required to satisfy the same. 

i4. The amount of land scrip issued on account of the State 
of Virginia, in consequence of the cession of her waste lands to 
the United States for military services rendered by her ciuuzens 
during the revolutionary war. 

15. Phe amount of scrip required to liquidate the unsatisfied 
claims in the same account, as far as the 


tained at the de partment. 
" 


same can be ascer- 


The grants of land made by the several States and Terri- 


tories, from the earliest period up to the present time, and the 
purposes for which such grants were made. 

17. The quantity of land received by the States respectively, 
or for their benetit, from the Jaad ceded by them to the United 
Biate 

Vir. BENTON, from the Commitice on Milita- 
ry “ffairs, reported back without amendment the 
bill for the armed occupation and settlement of a 
portion of Florida. 

On motion of Mr. MERRICK, the Senate re- 
sumed the consideration of the bill regula'ing the 
rates of postage, and correetit; abuses in the post- 
oflice system; the question pending being the mo- 
tion to reconsider the vo'e on the amendment sub- 
mitted by the Senator from Rhode Island (Mr. 
£1mmons] fixing the ra'e of postage. 

Mr. MERRICK hoped the vote would be re- 
considered. If the bill shonld become a law with 
he rate of postage fixed by that amendment, it 
would seriously impair the revenues of the dey art- 
ment. The Postmaster General had become a 
good deal alarmed for fear the bill, as it now is, 
should become a law, and had sent him @ com: 
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murication upon the subject. be communica- 
tion was here read by Mr. M., the purport of 
which was: That the first impressions of the de- 
pariment were, that the lo 
ment, by the reduciion cf 
from 64 and. 124 cen's to 5 and 
mearly, if not quiie resto 
charge !o 20 cents On tose Jeters liable to 18% cents 
postage; bat, upon a mere fal examination of the 
subject, it was a ceriained ivat the Change in the 

particulars alone would operaic a reduc tion in the 
revenues of $112,000, as near az could be ascer- 
tained. by ul i 


> accruing lo the depart- 
he rates-of letier-postage 
10 cent., would be 
i, by ecrhaneng ihe 


But thai, by the bil as it now stood 
which reduced the charge liable to 
183 cents postage to 15 cents, in conneaion with 
the change originally proposed by ibe committee, 
would cause a reduction in the reveaues of the de- 
partment of ai least $348,000, according io ius 
culation of the Posimaster General ead chief 
clerk, and otlier most experie need clerks. Mir. 
Hobbie, one otf > assistant Postmaster. General, 
calculates luat it would cause a reduction of 
$341,000, or thereabouts, in the revenues. The 
revenues cf the depertment could not bear even 
the reduction which the change propcsed by the 
commiitee would produce. 

Mr. M. under these circur 
hoped the Seng ate would 
vote alluded to; which bei: 
io strike out the first section entirely, an 
subject to be provided for in a separa'e bill, er 
until the next sessien; at which time the Postmaster 
General has intimated bis intention to present full 
information zs to the cffect such a change wou'd 
have on the revenues of the denartmen'; and to 
give some estimates and Cata upon 
ficial charge could be made. 

The questi taken, and the vote adopting 
the amendment was reconsidered. 

Mr. MERRICK now moved to strike out the 
entire section graduating and conforming the rate 
of postage to the Federal coin. 

Mr. WALKER sail this was the most impor- 
tant part of the bil!, and formed one of the strongest 
arguments with the honorab'e chai mao of the 
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cal 
“ir 


said, nsianees, he 
to reconsider the 
g done, he would move 
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wree 
acree 


Yiecave i 





nh Was 


ode th20 3A 
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Post Office Commitice the other day, for the ne- 
cessity of legislating. He (Vir. W.) had received 


positive instructions to voe fer such a bill as 


would conform the ratesof postzge to the Federal 
coin, and thus do away with a greg nvenience 
‘ 


to the people of his seciion of the country partc- 
ularly, and to al! y f the coustiy. Under the 
circumstanc’s, not agree that this section 
should be siricken out entirely. He hoped, instead of 
striking ont the , the isan 6 would make 
his motion so as to take the original proposition of 
the commilice, reducing the rates on the letters 
chargeable with 64 and 12% cenis to 5 and 10 cents, 
and increasing the ratc t 





section 






20 cen's cn those charge- 
able with 183 cents. Ledid not believe this would 


work a serious decrease 
pariment. 
Mr. MERRICK said he had just sisted, on the 


in the revenues of the de- 


> 

authority «{ the Posimaster General, that the bill, 
as reported by the committer, would operale asa 
reduciion in the revenues to the amount of 
$112 000; and that that officer feared, if it was per- 
sisted in, it would ba e efi f disabling him 
from meeting the exp« es of the depariment by 
the revenues of the department, and at the came 
time of coniinving the prescn’ amouat of mail! fa- 
cilities. 

The CHAIR sail the question won!d | 
striking ou' ‘he whole 

Air. McROBSARES hon th , n fo str 


out the hg > section wonid not 7 ail. He was 


xtremely des rou that the rates cf tace shculd 
be made toc gy secpecbentbar Eederaicon. I: eat 


e easily done, by amending e 
manner as would obtain tha 
Jersening the revenues cf the deparii 


Mr. WALKER sugeest-d to tt airman to 
make the motion to «trike , and ri the 
tion as it originally stood when reported i 
commitiee. 

Mr. MERRICK said bis wish waz to strike ont 
the section; whi . being done, tic Senator from 
Mississip pi could make a motion io the cffect ia- 


dicated. 
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Mr. LINN inquired of the chairman whether 
the chief inducement for passing the bill was not 
to wake the postage conform to - _ al coin. 
[ie had understeou so, trom ihe remarks of the 
chairman the other day. He inquired w vos her it 
was net the whole point in the question. In con- 
formirg the bill to the Federal coin, you are pot 
necessarily obliged to lesscn the revenues cf the 
department. 

Mr. MERRICK. iepeated his former 
to the mount the revenues would be reduced by the 
adcption of either of tbe propositions, as his 
reason for not wishing to carry out the object 
origiuaily Cesired—ot fixing the rates io the Feceial 
coin. 

Mr. WOODBURY suggested to the chairman, 
that, if the bill were recommitted, he might so irawe 
ii as to conform it to the Federal cola, without 
causing any reduction in the revenues, 

Mr. CALHOUN was unders'ood to say 
was not willing to encounter the responsibility 0 
voting for a proposition whith the head ci the de- 
partment said would reduce the revenues from 
$112,000 to $120,060. He hoped, thercfore, that th 
bill would be recommitted to the Post Office 
Committee, with a view of so framing the bill as 
to secure the end desired, without lessening the rev: 
enurs of the department. He was oppesed to Go- 
ing an act which would cause th it partinent to 
be thrown as a heavy charg? upon the common 
t 


remarks as 


that he 


r. KING was decid: 


i diy in favor of conform- 
ing the rates ef pos ii 
sti 
i 


tage to the Federal coin. 
country, almost all the small denom- 
ination of ¢i re of the Federal ccin; and bs 
people were, therefore, much in'ezested in the 
changed proposed. A great many leitsrs and 
memorials had been forwarded to him irom his 
St cing him to endcavor to bring about such 
range; but he held that it was right to take no 
p, important as the change was to his constitu 
en's, which would have the tendeucy to reduce the 
revenues of the kee so as to prevent the 
necessary mail faciliiies being extended to every 
section of the couniry. It was of mere imporiance 
to enable the department to meet its engazemeats, 
than to correct the evils complained of. hh was 
better to endure an evil, than to incur a greater 
one by a'tempting to correct it. He believed the 
bill coul! be regulated to the Federal coin, without 
reducing the rate cf postsge. He hoped it would 
be recommitied. 

Mr. MERRICK was opposed to rezommitting 
the bill. [i would delay the action ou it so long 
that the other House would not pass it. The other 
sections of the bill were important to secure the 
revenues oc the department; and, by siriking out 
this section, the bill could be passed without de- 
lay,and then another bill could te reported to- 
morrow, fixing the rate of postage. 

Mr. WALKER said he, for one, could not fora 
moment agree to separate the section fixing the 
esto ihe Federal coin, from the other sections of 
the bill. If it was done, they wonld hear nothing 

. 


ee on of ine 
ange We 





re 
ie 


more « 


! ont t} tion, 
~ we mehaalinee a plan conforming the 
! to the Federal coin, and shertenirg the 
disiat (thereby inereasing the poste? n cer 
tain classes of letters) to make up for é ipposed 
It 3 in the revenue. 
Nr. MERRICK made some remarks sgainst 
the plan proposed. ‘Phe Senaior’s proposition, he 
said, was based on a mathematical caiculation, 


scticzily. The d 


reference ‘ the 
the cities and post offices, and covld not 

comprise, in ail cases, a perticularnumber of miles 
with ut operating disi dvantage 


{ 


nues cf the cepartment. 


which would net do 


have to be fixed with 
} 


‘ »2 
Sah ’ 


location of 








Mr. BUCHANAN said he feli convinee., the 
other dav, when the proposition to fix the rates of 
postage was under consideration, thata great dimi- 
nution of revenue would be the effect of its pas- 
sare. Heeypr ed t himself so on the amendment 

proposed and d by the cheirman of 
the Commitice on the Pr t Office and Ps-t Roads 
He then said .hat they onght not to pass any such 
Lill, without an cfficial and responsibie report from 
the department as to Wha! would be ifs cffcten 
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the revenues. It never would do to make the Post 
Office Department a charge upon ihe general trees 
ury. 

Mr. B. said the Posimaste; General, in bis com- 
munication, requests of you not to touch the mat- 
ter at tke present session; and sta'es that he will, at 
the next -ession of Congress, furnish data to enable 
us to frame a bill wucerstandingly. When there 
will be but two or three months or <o to elapse be 
fore the meeting of the next Congress, cught we 
not to indulge that officer in his wishes? or will you 
go into it blindly, without kuowing whai will be 
ihe eff: ct on the revenues of the department? He 
(Mr. B.) weull not be governed by recommenda- 
tions wilvout estimates. If the section were stricken 
out, It would nor dé nA action upon the object of it 
for more than thr ir mouths. He would not 
move one inch on such a subject without fall and 
proper estimates fre -pariment. Therefore 
he would vote against the recommitment of “a 
bill, and for the first secon to b2 stricken out, 
enable us to have the ‘rates from the ie 
ment to govern uy at tue next session of Congress, 
when the object could be better acco mplished of 
conforming the rates of cee to the Federal coin, 
which he was in favor o 


r 
ae 
She question on recommitment was pnt, and de- 


ci‘ed in the negative—aye: 14, noes 20. 

The question recurting on the motion to strike 
cut the firs: section, 

en 


vir, WALKER said he felt bound to resist it. 
It embraced the very olject which he was instruct- 
ed to volte for. He sugecsied to airman to let 
the vote be first oh A Motion to amend the 
(Mr. ¥ ry hal suggested, 

Mr. MERRICK had no cbjectioa to let the Sen- 
ator from Mississippi test the sense of the Senate 
( -_ amendment. 


fae co 
t aken 


bill as he 


. WALKER then moved to amend the bill, 
as indicat d in a previous part of his remarks, 
conforming the rates of postage to the Fe eral coin, 
without lessening the revenuc of the department. 

Tie question was put, and the amendment was 
disagreed to. 

The que stion ¥ was then pul on the motion of Mr. 
Mrraick;and the first section of the bill was stricken 
out. 

Mr. MERRICK said some gentlemen had taken 
pains to asceriain that the size of the newspaper 
taken as a basis (being 1,307 square inches) was 
large as some of the daily papers, and sug- 
gested that the ba-is had better be extended. To 
mecet their views, therefore, he put it at 1,400 
square inches, 

Mr. SIMMONS said some of the daily papers 
would be hiabie to 14 cents pestage, if 1,307 were 
retained te regulate the siz> of those papers liable 
to one cent postage. 

Mr. MERRICK thought the Journal of Com- 
merce was large enough, which was 1,307 inches. 
If there were other daily papers larger, they could 
reduce the siz. Heit ore would not make the 
mction, 

Mr. CRIF TENDED 
to conform the bili 
exist 

fiir, SIMMONS said the New York Enquirer 
and Express wou'd measure almost 1,400 square 
inches. 

Mr. MERRICK thea 
square inches as the size. 

Mr. PRESTON inquired if 
put an end to the large papers. 

Mr. MERRICK said it was ianennes to put an 
ead to those enormous shee sich comprised 
volumes of mait 

The anendmeat fixing the size at 1,450 square 
inches wi 

[ais 
thar and double Nev 
or thereabouis. ] 


not as 


i thought it would be better 
ta the state of things as they 


moved to insert 


1,45) 


e %)Z9° 






the object was to 





oir d to. 





ai iake (ac 


coubdle-siz2 Brother Jona- 
¥ World habl> to $14 postage, 


The bill wasihen ordered to be engrossed; which 
having been done, ii was read the third time and 
passed. 

On motion of ERRICK, the title of the 


ili was amended so as to read, “An act to protect 
ihe revenue, and to diminish the charges on tke 
general treasury of ihe Post Office Department.” 





~~ 


—_ 


Mr. W TALKE R then submitted the 
resolution, which was agreed tw: 

Resolved, That the Postmaster General be direcied to com 
municate to the Senate, at whe commencement of the next ses- 
sion, an estimate, showing what reCaction of the number of 
mills on Which postages are now charged, inthe several cases 
esignated by law, would be necessary (0 introduce ihe Federal 
olnage, FO as not to diminish the aggregate revenue of the Post 
Othce Department. 


THE NAVY APPROPRI ATION BILL. 

Oa motion of Mr. EVANS, the navy a — 

_ bili was taken up, for the purpose of con: dere 
ing the dissent cf the Ho use to scme of the Senate 
amenéinenis. 

Mr. E. exp!ained tha: ihe House had dissented 
from some cf the amendments made by the Sen- 
ale, and had amended two of the Senate amend- 
ments, in respect to which the concurrence of the 
Senate was reqnested. 

Phe first of ihe — amendments non-ccncur- 
rei ia by the House, was that whieh added some 
four hundred and seven ty or four Landred and 
eighiy thousand Collars to the appropriation for the 
pay cf cfficers, seaiacn, and marines in the navy. 
Tac appropriation in the original bill, asit came to 
the Senate from ibe House, vas $2,225,000; «hich 
the Senate, after a long discussiou., bad raised to 


$2 800,000. The Committee oa Finance, in ree- 


ommendin2 that increase, was fortified by the con- 
current opinions of its necessity expressed by the 
House Committees of Ways and Means and of 
Naval Affairs, and of the Senate Committee of 
Naval Affairs, as well as those of the Navy Com- 
missioners and the Secietary of the Navy. The 
matter had beew so fully discussed when the subject 
was before the Senate, at the time the bill was un- 
der consideration, that he thought it now unneces- 
sary to dweil further upon it then to express a hope 
that the Senate would not recede from its amend- 
ment. 

The next amendment of the 
from by the Houre, was that in 
priation for the Pensac 
to $100,000. 

"The next was the a rlation inserted by the 
Senate, of $7 365 14, w thick h the House, cn more 
correct information of the actual expenditure, bad 
raised to $10,543 42; being the expenses incurred 
fer the coast of Africa, in carrying out the law of 
the United States for the suppressicn of the slave- 
trade. He would move 
Senate in this amendment. 

The next was an amerdinent made by the House 
to the Senate’s amendment, which provided that 
the Secreiary cf the Navy should have the discre- 
tion of applying the appropriation of $100,000 for 
the dry-dor k 
tion cf a floating-deck; which the Houce had 
amended by inserting “‘if, in bis opinion, such fl at- 
ing-dock will supersede the bhecessity of a dry- 
dock.” The cffeei of this amendment would be to 
preclude the Seeretary of the Navy trom making 
the exreriment in relation to the floating-dock, 
because an impossibi'tiv is required of him; which 
is, that he shall know by anticipation, and in ad- 
vance of any trial, what cannot be kaown till at- 
ter the experiment is made. 

The Secretary of the Navy, under such res 
tion, will apply the money to the dry dock, poe 
make no trial of the . aiite-doek atall. He (Mr. 
E.) proposed to test the sense of the Senate on the 
quesion beiween a an y-deck and floating-doe k, by 
moving a non-concurrenc® ‘vith ihe amendment of 
the House. 

The nex! was the disseni of the House to the 
Senate’: amendment cf an apprcpriation of $4,- 
345 39 for the charter of the sicambcats Spleudid 
and Ciarion, in September and October, 1841, for 
the survey of Nantucket shoais. 

The next was the non-concurrence of the House 
in the Senate’s amendment to the clause of the bill 
providing that no pari of the sass appropriaied by 
the bill should be applied to the pay of officers ap- 
pointed after the Ist of January, 1841; whieh 
amendment was, tbat the pr hibiion should be 
changed to appointwents made after the adjoura- 
ment of the present session of Congress. This 
amendment the House non-concurred in. This 

wax a matter very well noderstood by the Senate, 
and upon which it was not necessary he sheuld en- 


Sena'e, dissented 
ere asing lhe appro- 


$35,300 


iF rc i 
via ACCKS5 ard from 


the concurrence of the | 


at Brooklyn, New York, to the erece | 
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folowing | 


larze. “He ‘would t merely say that, if the Senate’s 
amendment were not made, the effect would be ex- 
ceedingly injuricus to the service. He thought the 
Senate ovgnt nottio reecde from its amencmen; 
racommittee of 


that the result would be sate 


« ‘ he ; } ro moav p 
ani née Weu.d therelcre move ik 


conference, in the hope 
isfactory. 

The question was then put on insisting on the 
first amerdment, which was to increase the appro- 
priation for = pay of cfficers, seamen, an’ ma- 
rues, Om $2,335,000, to $2 600,000. 

Mr. CRIT TENDEN Was very much inciined to 
think that there was so little time this session now 
leiticr windicg vp the business, that it would be 
best to close this matter by concurring with the 
Heuse. He titerefcre moved that tke Senate re- 
cede from its amendment. 

Mr. ARCHER asked the chairman of the Fi- 
pence Committee tf his understanding was correct 
that the addition to the appropriation has been a! 
ready expended? 

Mr. EVANS explained, that the persons to ke 
paid by this addition were already in the service, 
and would be so at the end of the year. They 
would tren have to be paid, of course; and as haif 
ibe year had expired, it might be said that, so far, 
the expenditure had been made. Whether the ad- 
dition were appropriated or not, they would have 
to be paid at the end of the year. If not provided 
for in this way, they would have to be paid for out 
of appropriatioas at the disposal of the departmen’, 
which, by transferring its means from one por’ion 
of .he service to another, would be reduced to the 
necessily (1 making corresponding retrenchments— 
pertaps by discharging laborers at the navy-yards, 
cr suspending operaticns that would otherwise 
go on, 

Mr. WILLIAMS hoped the Senate would re- 
cede from its amendment. 

Mir. WOODBURY remarked that the chairman 
of ~ Finance Committee was misiaken in sup- 
posing the money applied to the payment of la- 
Sarees in the navy-yards could be transferred to 
the payment of the commissioned officers. Tue 
laborers are paid out of a specific fund. 

Mr. EVANS was aware of that; but he under- 
stood - at the end of the year, arrears were due 
to the navy proper, the means should be found to 
pay t! em; and that could only be done by savings 
of the department from the other appropriations; 
which, in the end, would come to the suspension 
of the laborers and other operatives, to the extent 
of the deficiency. 

Mr. WOODBURY observed 
fers could he ma’e, except while 
session. 

The question was then taken on the Senate’s in- 
sisting on iis amendment, and resulted—ayes 15, 
noes 2). So the Senate receded from its amend- 
mant. 

Tae questiin then came up on the Senate’s in- 
sisting on ils amendment to the appropriation for 
the Penseco'a navy-yard; and the Senate receded 
from its amendment. 

Ihe next question was on acceding to the amend- 
ment of the House to the Senate’s amendment in 
relation to the dry-dock at Brooklyn, New York. 

Mr. ARCHER stated some facts in relation to 
the comparative value of dry-docis and floating- 
docks. fhe Committee on Navai Affairs had had 
the subject under consideration, and had examined 
a model laid before them of the floating-dock. 
They bad come to the conclusion that it was a most 
valuasie improvement, and would answer every 
purpose of tne dry-de ck. The latter would cost at 
least two millions of dollars, while the floating- 
dock would not cost more taan $250,090. He 
pointed out many advantages whici the floating- 
deck wonld have over the dry-dock. There was 
ny doubt tnat the experiment ought to be tried as 
soon as porsibic 

Mr. WRIGHT understood the matter to be, 
ihat the House originally appropriated $100,000 
for carrying on the dry-dock at Brooklyn, New 
York; and the Senate made an amendment, author- 
izing the Secretary of the Navy, at his discre- 
tion, to apply the money to the experiment of erect- 
ing a floating-deck. The House did not stiike out 
the Senate’s amendment, but required that he 


, 


that no such trans- 
> Congress was in 
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should exercise his judgment in deciding, tefe re he 
ventured to ‘spend the money on a hew experiment, 
whether it would superscde the necessity for a dry- 
cock. Aud this was mosi reas: nahie; because, if 
it would not, the dry-dock would, though still ne- 
ce:sary, Se Kept back; and the meney which should 

ave been spent en it, would have beeo spent on 
an experiment not superseding the necessity of 
having a diy-dock. ‘The House requires the Sec- 
retary of the Navy to form some opinion before 
he proceed; to expend the morey. ‘Che Senate re- 
quires him to make the experiment, waether it shall 
succeed or not 

Mr. W ae understood the. the experi- 
ment was not prchibited by the Honse, which only 
required that ha Secretary of the Navy should be 
satisfied it would succeed, befure be expended the 
money. 

Mr. BAYARD said that was not the question; 
but whether, though it sheuld succeed, it would 
supersede the necessi'y of having adry-dock. That 
was the true question. Nov, all would admit it 
was extremely desirabie that the experiment should 
be tried somewhere. But this expeiiment never 
conld be tied if the Secretary of the Navy is re- 
s'ricted by the House amendment. There could 
be no deubdi that ftoating-docks would be found 
most efficient in every case—excep!, perbaps, in ref- 
erence to armed 74-gun ships of war. 

Toe subject was further discussed by Messrs. 
ARCHER, EVANS, WRIGHT, and WIL- 
LIAMS, and resulted in the Senate non-concur- 
rine in the amendment of the House. 

The next was on the dissent of the House to the 
Senaie’s amendment in relation to the pay of offi- 
cers appointed after lst of January, 1841; which 
limitation the Senate had changed to the end of 
the present session of Congress. The Senate re- 
fused to recede irom iis amendment. 

‘The other amendments of the Senate non-con- 
curred in by the House, were receded from. 

Mr. EVANS moved that a committee of con- 
ference, Consisting of three Senators, to be appoint- 
ed by the Chair, should be appointed to confer with 
a commitiee of the House, for the adjustment of 
the amendments non-concurred in; which was 
agreed to. 

Oa moiion of Mr. EVANS, the Senate then pro- 
ceeded to the consideration of 


THE TARIFF BILL: 


Which was taken up as in committee of the 
whole—the questions pending being on the amend- 
ments recommended by the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. SIMMONS said he desired to offer a few 
observations in reply to the remarks of the Senator 
from New Hampshire on yesterday. He under- 
stood the Senator to object to the bill, first, because 
it raised too much revenue—more than was neces- 
sary for an economical administration of the Gov- 
ernment; and, secondly, that the imposition of du- 
ties On imports was an improper mode of raising 
revenue. Mv. S. compared the expenditures of 
the Government at different periods, to show that 
an average expenditure required more revenue 
than the Senator seemed, by his argument, to sup- 
pose necessary. Taking the amount admitted by 
the Senator to be required, and add to it the amount 
requisite for the redemption of the treasury notes 
about to fall due, and the amount required for the 
payment of the interest upon our loan, and it would 
be found that $26,000,009 was he least sum that 
would be: ufficient; and that, witheut providing for 
the payment of a single plea claim, although 
avery large amount of such claims was about 
being passed. The Senator had given as a rule 
(whieh, no doubt, sati:fied himself and his friends) 
for the collee'icn ef revenue—aid he (Mr. 8.) 
agreed with him cordially in the saggestion—that 
ihe rate of duties should not excced 20 per cent. 
generally. The rule was a good one; but, alihough 
the bill proposed a departure from it, he (Mr. 8.) 
would not, on that account, offer any opposition 
io i's passage. He con‘essed he was astonished to 

















hear the Senator state that the average rate of du- 
ties in England was but 29 per cent. 
of the value 

Mr. WOODBURY rose to explain. He had sta- 
ted the general average to be about 23 per cent., 


, or one-fifth 
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and that itwas now prooosed to reduce that aver- 


age to 20) per cent. 

Mr. SIMMONS pri ceeded. The gentleman had 
kimselt snown that, upon importatiocs to the value 
of sixty millions of pounds sterling in Eagland, 
twenty-two millions oi pounds were collected, 
making the > avout same as the average 
rate established by this bill—namely, 36 per cent; 
and, as to diserimination, there was no country in 
the world, he believed, that made so great discrim- 
ination. 

The Senatcr bad said yesterday that a lower 
rate of duty would y eld a higher revcnue. Un- 


where the cutie: 
io a prohibision, 

inciease the 

the restoration of 


doubts diy, were so 
amount 


would 


high as to 
a reduction of the duty 

revenue. Khe advocates for 
the fund founded one of 
their arguments upon the difficulty of procuring 
revenue from a high tariff; but because Engiani 
could not increase her revenue by increasing hor 


land 


tariff, it was no argument why we should not raire 
the duttes in this country to the same standard as 


exists In Great Britain. All the legislation in 
Great Britain re: irade was founded in 
the utmost desire to favor her own productions— 
the productions of ber colonies; while she was es 
pecially careful that they should not be interfered 
with from abroad. Wouldit be sound policy, ther, 
on the part of this country, to aoneee to strength 
en the woh: our rival, and ta break down and 
destroy the best interests of this country? Their 
recent enactinent, then, be rule to 
guide us. 


pecting {re 
i 


should 10 


The Senator from New Hampshire had drawn a 
distinction between the classes of yet age intended 
to be benefited by this bill—betweea the overgrown 
manufaciuring establishments, and the agricultural 
popuiation and laborers. ‘The whole force of his 
argument rested upon the fancied preference that 
would be given io the interests of the manufac- 
tarers; and that the bill was not so much intended 
for revenue as for protection. He demanded 
whether there had been any petitions from manu- 
facturers praying such pretection. The gieat mass 
of the petitions that had been presented to Con- 
gress upon the subject of the tariff, had come from 
the great body of the producers throughout the 
country. In truth, the main interest of the manu- 
facterers themselves consisted in sustaining the ag- 
ricultural interes's. The Senator had gone into a 
calculation, to show the difference 
ihe two interesis—those of the manufac urers and 
the agricuiturists—by showing the great dispropor- 
fion in numbers between the two classes. 

He (Mr. S.) would test the argument of tke 
honorable Senator who bad adopied the dcctrine 
of the advocates of free trade and the hari-money 
sysiem, and contended that these duties would op- 
erate asa poll-tax, falling upon the agriculturists 
more severely than ihe manufactarers, in the pro- 
portion of eleven to one. Lt, instead of having 
duties upon imporis, the revenue for the support 
of the Government were io be raised by direct hame- 
tion, as the Senator seemed to desire, he would ask 
him if he supposed the farmers of this country 
would fee! a less burden? There was not specie 
enough in the country to pay the taxes of the Gen- 
eral Government 2ad their State taxes put together. 
The system would in one year’s time end ina 
perfect failure. The Senator had said there were 
double duties in 1816, and they failed to raise sui: 
ficient revenue for the expenses of the Govern- 


ment. So they did; but it must be recoliected that 
that was in time of war, when our coast was 
bluckaded; but in time of peace, he believed there 


had never been a failur 
when the rate of duties was sufficiently hig’. 

There was po necessity for resoriing to an im- 
post, and he trus'ed there was good sente enough 
in the country to see the impolicy and impropriety 
of making the experiment. He (Mr. S) was in 
favor of a uniform of revenue from du- 
at a uniform and established valuation, in- 
stead of this vacillating course. They had now 
a bill betore them which ha! come recommended 
by the sanction of the House, and which conform- 
ed almost entirely with the recommendation of the 
Executive Department. He (Mr. S.) would there 
lere vote for it, not because he considered it the 


etoraise sufficient revenue, 


system 


ties, 


in importance of 
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very best, bul becanse 1! 
recommendation of the Execuiive, 
ceived the sanction of the Horse of 
uves 

It had been asked, who were 
present condition of affairs? 


couformed very nearly to 
and had re- 
Repres:nta- 


ioe 


responsib: for the 
He ( Vir. S ) th< ag nt 
the responsibiliiy rested with those who had de- 
feated the passage of the bili for continuing the 
present rate of duties; and he cutaints y preter red to 
take the bill as it is, raiber than the present slate of 
things should continue. We had spenia weeX in 
€ jittle tariff bill, and all 
to no purpose; an! therefore be was for making no 
amendment whatever to this one 

Mr. &. proceeded to examine, in detail, the 
various articles adverted to by the Senator from 
New Hampsiiire yesterday, m order to disprove 
argument that an increased rate of duties 
vpon those articles would operate oppressively 
upon the agricultural and laboring classes. 


ndeavoring to amend the 


hi 
iis 


The Senator had inciuded two other classes, which, 
he asserted, would be greatly injured—namely, 
the merchants and the ship owners; and yet his 
strongest ebjection to the bill was, that by ttan ad- 
ditional duty of 10 per cent. would be imposed 
upon goods imported ia foreign ve-sels. Our trade 
had bitherto been too much ia the hands of for- 
eiguers, and he (Mr. S.) was for affording protec- 
tion to American ship-owners by a differential 
duty. He was for protecting all classes. He 
would go as far as any man to give facilities to 
every branch of American industry; but he did not 
regard the export trade as being #f more value 
than a similar amount to be consumed at home. 
The arguments in favor of a free-trade policy rest 
upon the supposition that everything depends on 


exports. Suppose the duties were reduced to .5 
per cent.: would it open to us any markei that was 


not so already? 

If they would stimulate industry, and revive 
trade in this country, they must provide a market 
athome. He felt bound to declare his deliberate 
conviction that, unless some uniform system of 
revenue should be provided at this session, — 
would be adequate to the necessities of the G Gov- 
ernment, the evils under which the country labored 
were but just commencing; they were slight, in 
comparison to what they would become. If any- 
thing was calculated to restore and mainiain the 
credit of this Government, it was a weil-regulated 
impost duties. 

The apprehension of capitalists, in rezard to the 
States, arose from the faci that they possessed no 
other means of raising revenue than by direct tax 
ation. 

The quesiion of a tariff was one that was vital 
to the very existence of the Government; and he 


eystem of 


believed that the bill now before them, or some 
similar measure, that would have the effect of 
sustaining industry, and reviving confiderce, and 


giving a stability to the financial affairs of the 
Government, should be adopied. 

Mr. WOODBURY said, though he was delib- 
erately and decidedly opposed to the tariff system, 
it was not because he was hostile to the manufac- 
turing interests. ll he desired was equal privi- 
leges. The gentleman was entirely mustaken in 
supposing, however, that he was unqualifiedly the 
advocate fur direct taxation. His opinion was, 
that they should collect all the revenue they could 
obtain from customs ata rate of 20 or 25 per cent ; 
take back the land fend; and then, whatever defi- 
ciency there might be should be a burden upon 


property. 
Afier some further observations by Messrs. 
WOODBURY and SIMMONS— 

CALHOUN suegested ihe propriety of be- 
ginnisg to-morrow morning at 12 o’clock with the 
amendments, in their order, and proceeding on 
them till the bill should be completed; when the 
general discussion could proceed more sati factori- 


would know its »eitled provisions, and no 
was bating what mii bt bo 


ly, as all 
tine would be 
rejecied. 

Mr. EVANS concurred wit 
such would be the proper course. 

By general assent, the bill was passed over in- 
formally; and 

On motion of Mr. CRITTENDEN, the bill en- 


‘ed in de 


the Senator that 
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it'ed An act suppleme ntary to the act -t entitled “An 
act to amend the judicial system of the United 
States,” (being the bill ordered to be engrossed for 
a third reading on Saturday last,) _ a hew 
arrangement of the judicial districts of ihe United 
Siates, and making a new district of the States of 
Alabam: iand Louisiana, was taken up, further ce- 
bai - ae !, read a third time, and passed— 
23, nays 

“Mr BE FRIEN then moved to go into executive 
session: there was some business “whieh would re- 
quire but a few moments to dispose of. 

Mr. SEVIER moved an adjournment. 

The Senate refused to adjourn; but agreed to go 
into execulive session; and, after a short time spent 
iherein, 

Adjourned. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Wepnespay, July 27, 1842. 


Mr. DODGE of Wisconsin obtained the removal 
of certain papers in relation to harbors in Wis- 
consin from a committee of the House toa com- 
mittee of the Senate. 


On the motionof Mr. MILTON BROWN, the 
Committee on the Judiciary was discuarged from 
ihe consideration of the memorial of members of 
the bar and citizens of the Territory of Florida, rel- 
ative to the judge of the supreme court of East 
Florida; and it was referred to the Committee of 
Claims. 


Mr. STANLY, from the Committee on Military 
Affairs, reporied, with an amendment, the Senate 
bill entitled ‘*An act to refund the balance due to 
Massachusetts for disbursements during the late 
war with Great Britain; and it was committed to 
the Committee of the Whole House on the state 
of the Union. 


Mr. BARNARD, from the Committee on the Ju- 
diciary, reported, with an amendment, the Senate 
bill entitled “An act to extend the provisions of an 
act entitled ‘An act to regulate processes in the 
courts of the United States,’ passed the 19th 
May, 1828.” 


He explained it to be merely a bill to extend to 
the States which had been admitted into the Union 
since 1828, the provisions of a law of 1828 regard- 
ing prece-s issued in the courts of the United 
States; and it was read a third time, and passed. 

Mr. BREWSTER, from the Committee on the 
Pubtic Lands, reported, without amendment, the 
Senate biil entitled “Aa ac: for the benefit of the 
county of Holt, in the State of Missouri; and it 

was read a third time, and passed. 

Mr. BARNARD, from the Cammittee on the 
Judiciary, reported without amendment the Senate 
bill entitled ‘An act for the relief of persons re- 
siding within the reputed limits of the States of 
Arkansas or Lousiana, and beyond the boundary 
line between the United States and the Republic of 
Texas, as established by the commissioners ap- 
poinie | to ascertain the same;” and the bill was 
commi ted to the Committee of the Whole House 
on the state of the Union. 

Mr. ADAMS, from the Committee on Foreign 
Affairs, made the following report: 


The Commitiee on Foreign Affairs, to which was referred the 
message of the President of the United States of the 24th of 
June, 1842, covering a commudication from the Envoy Extraor- 
dinary and Minister Plenipotentiary from France, proposing the 
establishment, at the joint expense and co-operation of the Gov- 
ernments of the United States and of France, of a line of weekly 
steamers between the ports of Havre and New York, have at- 
tended to that service. The commitiee are of opinion that 
many weighty considerations recommend the acceptance of 
this proposal; and they are aware of none, except the amount of 
expense which it may occasion, which can counteract them. 
The committee report the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the President of the United States be re- 
‘juested to cause to be prepared and reported to this House, by 
tne Secretaries of State and of the Navy, at the commence- 
ment of the next session of Congress, a plan for the establish- 
ment, in cencert with the Government of France, of a line of 
weekly steamers noviune* he ports of Havre and New York, 
together with estimates of the expense which may be required 
to carry the said plan into effect. 


The resolution wa3 agreed to. 

Mr. J. COOPER, from the Committee on Indian 
Affairs, reported without amendment the Senate 
bill entitled An act for the relief of Marston G. 
Clark; and it was committed to the Committee of 
the Whole House. 









Mr. TILLINGHAST, trom ihe 
the Library, offered tne following re 


Resolved, That the portrait of Columbus, 
Arthur Middleton, Esq , of South Carolina, 


Committee oa 
oruuen ¢ 


presented by 
as siguitied in his 


ietter to the Speaker of this House, be accepted, znd placed tu 
the Library of Congress; and that the thanks o! the Hlouse be 
tendered to the donor for his interesting prese 


Ordered, That the Clerk furnish M: 
of this resolution. 

The resolution was agreed to. 

Mr. TILLINGHAST, from the same commit 
tee, reported, wiiloat amendmen!, Senate bill ‘or 
the relief of Ferdinand Petrich; and it was com 
mitted to the Committee of the Whole House. 

Mr. TRUMBULL, from the Commitiece on the 
Judiciary, reported, without amendment, Senate 
bill entitled “An act directing an edition of the 
Jaws of the Uniied Siaies to be conipi'ed and 
printed,” and it was committed to tre Committee 
of the Whole House on the siate of the Union. 

Mr. G. DAViS, from the select committee ap- 
pointed io inquire in'o the cause, and manner, and 
circumstances of the remova! oi Heary H. Syl- 
vesier, laie a clerk in the Pension Office, made a 
report thereon, accompanied by a bili to preseribe 
the mode of removing certain officers cf the Gov- 
ernment, xnd for other purposes. 

Mr. BURKE made a minority report. 

Tae reports and the bill were laid upon the table. 

Mr. TRUMBULL, {from the Commitice on the 
Judiciary, made an adverse report upon the pe- 
tion of Henry H. Williams. 

Mr. ISAAC D. JONES, from the Co.nmiitee 
en Invalid Pensions, reported a bill for the relief 
of Horace Withereil, and a bill granting a pension 
to Robert Poindexter; which were read twice, and 
committed to the Committee of the Whole House, 

Mr. J. also made adverse reports upon the peti- 
tions of Rebert White and John Perham. 

Mr. HALL, frem the Committee on Rzevolu- 
tionary Claims, reported, with amendments, the 
Senate bill entitled “An aci for the setilement of 
the accounis of Silas Deane; and he made a re- 
port thereon. 

Mr. CUSHING, from the Commitiee cn For- 
eign Relations, submitted a resointion to reject the 
prayer of the peiition of Somerville Pinkuey, ad- 
ministrator de bonis non of James Williams; and 
the resolution was agreed to. 

Mr. LEWIS, from the Committee of Ways aud 
Means, made a seport upon the memorial of Fer- 
dinand Liebert, a:companied by a bill for his re- 
lief; which was read a first and second time, and 
comuniitted to the C mmittee cf the Whole House. 

Mr. ATHERTON, from the Comm tiee of Ways 
and Means, reported Senate bill for the relief of 

Zichariah Jellison, without amendment; and it 
was comimitied to the Commiitee of the Whole 
House. 


. Wah ldieton with a copy 


Also, the biil for the relief ef Robert Miller; 
which was referred in like manner. 
Mr. CASEY, from the Committee on Public 
’ 


Lands, reported, without amendment, Senate bill 
entitled ‘An act for the relief of Daniel D. Bush;” 
and it was committed to the Committee of th 
Whote House. 

Mr. CROSS, (pursuant to notice heretofore giv- 
en,) on leave given, introduced a bill to establish 
a board of commissioners, to hear and examine 
claims against the United States; and it was read 
twice, and refer.ed to the Commi:ee on the Judi- 
ciary. 

Mr. BREWSTER, from the Committee on Pub- 
lic Lands, to which was referred the petition of 
James B. Sullivan, of the Siateot Louisiana, made 
a report thereon, accompanied by a bill for his 
relief; which was read twice, and committed to 
the Committee of the Whole House. 

He also reported, without amendment, the Sen- 
ate bill for the relief of Rees B. Ward, which was 
commiited to the Commiitce of the Whole House. 

He also made an unfavorable report on the peti- 
lion of Enos Manning. 

On the motion of Mr. STOKELY, the Commit- 
tee on Military Affairs was diccharged from the 
further consideration of the Senate bill for the re- 
lief of Enoch Hidden. 

Mr. MOORE, from the Commitiece on Private 
Land Claims, reported, without amendment, the 
Senate bills for the relief of Sebastian Butcher, and 
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ihe hours and legat represeatatives ot Bartholomew 
Butcher, Miebael Butcher, and Peter Bioom; and 
the dill for the Sarpy or his legal 
re pre entvanrves. 

made an unfavorable report on 
petition of Wiiliam: ©. Myline, assignee, &e. 

Mr. JOHN YCUNG, from the same committee, 
made i report upon the petition of the heirs of 
Pailip Renant, accompanie’ by a bill for their re- 
jiet; which was ion twice, and committed to the 
Comaiitiee of the Whole House 

Weer: Posie Eis STUART, YT, from the Committee 
oa Foreig i rs, mad adverse reperis upon the 

itLons of mas L. L. Brent aad Biza A. 
Slade. 

Mr. HALSTED, chairman of the Committee of 
~ ae pierente d additional tesiimony in the dis- 
Re 
r. 


reliei of Gregoire & 


rae also 


1 
ine 


ed election case of Mr. Levy, the Delegate 
rida 

PAY OF MEMBERS OF CONGRESS. 

At the adjournmen! of the [fovse yesterday, a 
moliou was pending, which was made by Mr. Wm. 
b. Camesact, to reconsider the vote by which Mr. 
ARNOLD'’s bill to reduce the pay ef members of 
Congress was ordered to be 

qnesiion how came up in order. 

Mr. W. 8. CAMPBELL was entitled to the 
floor; sud he proceeded to address the House in 
support of his motion, and in defence of Mr. Ar- 
NOLD from the attacks of gentlemen upon him and 
upon his bill; and he at the same time expressed his 
conviction that neither the pay nor the mileage of 
members Was {00 great. 

Mr. C. then inquired how many Demo- 
crats had voted to stop debate, and take bills out 
of the Committee of the Whole? They abused 
the Whigs for prolonging the session, and yet did 
nothing themselves to bring it to aclose. He de- 
fended the extra sessidn irom the attacks made 
upon it. He considered that the Whig pariy bad 
been singulaciy unfortunate since Congress met ia 
1841. The Democrats had rallied them on the 
-nbject, and said that the hand of God was against 
them. He thought things would change, and ie- 
marked that it was a proverb, that God only chas- 
tised those whom he loved. 

He replied to the remarks of the gentleman 
from Virginia, [Mr. Wise,] who contended that 
no.hing should be paid to the members of Congress 
until the army and navy were paid for services 
actually tendered. He took this as the tone of the 
Administration. Congress must give the President 
his ship-money, or the bill paying them would be 
vetoed. Nothing of this sort could drive him irom 
his position. He hoped the members would go 
home without their money, sooner than vote appro- 
piiations for the large increase of navy officers, at 
high salaries, which the President had chosen to 
make. He proceeded for some time, commenting 
upon the course of those who had opposed this bill, 
and had refused to allow itto be amended. He 
concladed by withdrawing his motion to reconside: 
the vote of yesterday 

Mr. READ regretted that he could not vote 
more understandingly upon this bill. So many 
gags had beea applied, that no one could under- 
stand it. He, therefore, moved to postpone the bill 
till toemorrow, and that it be printed. 

Mr. STANLY called attention to a bill reported 
from the Committee on Public Expenditures, re- 
ducing the salaries of ‘he officers of the Govern- 
ment generally. 

Mr. PROFFIY moved 
pending which motion— 

Mr. SHIELDS obtained the floor, and renewed 
the motion to reconsider the vote ordering the bill 
to its engrossment. He wished to have the bill 
couumilted, with instructions to report an amend- 
ment, Which he wished read. 

Mr. FILLMORE raived a question of order. 
He conicnded that it was out of order for the gen- 
tieman from Alabama [Mr. Saretp-] move a 
reconsideration, when a motion for the previous 
question was before the House. 

The SPESKER decided ihat the motion was in 
order, on the ground that the motion for the pre- 
vious question bad not been seconded; and, while 
sO, a motion for a reconsideration took precedence 
over al! others, except a motion to adjourn. 


from 


‘ 


engrossed; aud (pat 


the previous question; 


———— 
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The point of order was | date " Widen. 
FILLMORE, JOHN CAMPBELL, HOPKINS, 
STANLY, 8S. MASON, BARNARD, JACO8 
TAOMPSON, and SHIELDS. 

On taking the question, Saall the decision of the 
Chair stand as the judgment of the House?—it 
was decided in the affirmative: ayes 143, noes 34. 

So the decision of the Chair was affirined. 

The question recurring oa ‘vir. SHreLp;’s motion 
for reconsideration, the amendment proposed by 
him was read, as follows: 


“The following deductions shall be made from the salaries or 
compensation of every officer, civil, militagy, and naval, in the 
employment of the United States; that s when the salary 
or compensation of any officer amounts TO or exceeds three 
thousand dollars, the same shall be reduced 25 per cent.; when 
itamounis to two thousand dollars, and is not equal to three 
thousand dollars, the same shall be reduced 20 per cent.; when 


it amounts to one thousand, and does not equal two thousand 
dollars, the same shall be reduced 15 percent; and all salaries 
or compensation under one thousand dollars, shall be reduced 


12) per cent.; except the pay of non-commissioned officers and 
privates, petty office rs and seamen, in the army, navy, and ma- 
corps, and of day-laborers in the service of the United 
And in all cases in which the Constitution exem pts of« 

fi cers for a Ume from the reductions provided in this bill, the 
same shall take effect as to said officers as soon as may be ad- 


missible under the provisions of the Constitution applicable 
thereto.” 


Mr. SHIELDS said that it was not his mtention 

to consume tne time of the House in advocating 
his amendment. It had been read, and the prin- 
ciple it contained was easily understood. He had 
voled for this bili with a good deal of reluctance, 
though he was as much in favor of the objects of 
it as any member oa the floor; and he thought that, 
with proper amendments, it would prove a salu- 
tary and useful measure of reform. There was no 
member of the House bat believed that it ought to 
be amended in many particulars. For instance: 
it proposed a reduction of 25 per cent. on the sal- 
aries of captains in the army, who do not receive 
over five or six hundred dollars a year, including 
rations. No one would deny that the working part 
of our officers in the civil departments of the Gov- 
ernment——he meant the clerks—were more poorly 
paid, in proportion to the services they rendered, 
han any officers of the Government; and that the 
reduction ought to fall the heaviest on the highest 
salaries. But this bill reduced them all alike. 
Mr. S. here repeated the graduated scale of reduc- 
tion proposed by his amendment, which, he said, 
exempted the private soldiers of the army, and the 
common seamen of the navy. There were also a 
poition of the officers of the Government who were 
protected from immediate reduction by the Consti- 
tution—viz: the President of the United States and 
the judges of the courts. The amendment would 
not affect the salary of the President till after the 
expiration of the present term of service, nor would 
it affect the judges now in office. It would only 
reduce the salaries of their successors. His ob- 
ject, Mr. S. said, was to perfect this bill, so as to 
render it a practical and salutary measure of res 
form, and to carry it out in good faith; and he was, 
therefore, desirous of having the vote reconsidered, 
that it might be amended in the House by general 
consent, or cummitted either to the Committee of 
the Whole, or a select committee for that purpose. 
There were now serious objections existing against 
it; and it being in the power of the House to re- 
move these objections, the House ought to remove 
them. 

Mr. WALLACE moved to lay the motion of 
reconsideration on the table. 

The SPEAKER said that, if this motion pre- 
vailed, it would carry with it the whole subject. 

Mr. GENTRY called for the yeas and nays on 
Mr. Watvace’s motion. 

Mr. BEESON called for tellers on the question 
of ordering the yeas and nays; which having been 
ordered, 

he question on laying the motion for recon- 
sideration on the table was taken; and resulted— 
yeas 72, nays 114. 

Mr. SALTONSTALL then addressed the House 
in Opposition to the bill im all its parts; contend- 
ing that members of Congress, considering their 
absence from home, aud the almost total neglect of 
their private affairs, together with the privation of 
their domestic comforts, were not even sofficiently 
paid. Toere was but ene feature in the bill that 
was fouaded on just principles—and that was to 
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correct the inequality ex's ing in the compensation 
of me:abers, in the way of mileage; but he ‘horgit 
it cou d not be ieredied ay proposed 

Mr. S. referred } ips which won'd 
be inicied on tr Officers oc the Government 
who were ieceiv i slaries, and denied 
tral tacre Was any such ¢ ia the prices ot t 
articles of living as d justivy it. 

tde objectid io a horizontal redaction of 25 per 
cent. all officers ; asd enumerated coilectors, 
keepers ¢ izhieh es, foreign min.sters, &c , to 

mme of whom it wouid be unjust and injurious. 


Mir. FESSENDEN m 


the previogs ques 
tion; and 1i was@Pstainad by the House. 

Mr. EUBARD gai! rihe ycoas ani nays cn 
the main qguési.on; and they were ordered, and 
taken, as tollows—yeas 86, veys 82. 

So the vote was reconsi‘ered. 


The SPEAKER then announced that the ce- 
cision «f the House had brought them back upon 
the motion of the gentleman fiom Indiana [Mr. 


i We < 
comm! 


fiuomMpPson] to commit the bill to a select 
ee, Wi'h instructions lo inquire into the exe 
pediency of s ihe bil, and inserting a 
substiinte ich he yesterda: posed; the pur- 
portof which was, thateach member should be 
entitled to $8 per diem for each day of ¢c'uai at- 
tendance (and not for days ou wh:ch he might be 
absen!, unless his absence was caused by sickness, 
or was permitted by the Elouse) during the first 
five months of a session; from the expiration «f 
which period, the per diem to be diminished month- 
ly one-fourth. He aiso proposed that the mileage 
of members shoald be calculated by an air line. 

Mr. SHIELDS moved to strike out the instrac- 
tions of the gentleman from Indiana, and insert 
his graduated scale for tue reduction of salaries 
and emoluments of public officers and members 
of Congress. 

Mr. TILLINGHAST suggested that there were 
difficulties in the way of this latter proposition, as 
the pay of members of Congress during the short 
session would not amount te a sum to be reached 
by it. 

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi called for the 
yeas and.nays on the amendment of the gentleman 
from Alabama, [Mr. Smiecps;} and they were or- 
dered. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD said, when the proper time 
came, he should ask fora division of the ques‘ion, 
that the vote might be taken separately on the com- 
mittal and on the instructions. 

Mr. M. A. COOPER desired to amend the 
amendment, so as to provide that this ac should 
not apply to any officer or member of Congress 
who shall faithfully and diligenily labor in his of- 
fice ten hours a day, Sundays excepted, 

The amendment was nct accepted. 

Mr UNDERWOOD remarked that, if this mat- 
ter were not to be interminable, they ought to com- 
mit it. 

Mr. FESSENDEN moved the previous ques- 
tion, but it was not seconded; the voie being 80 in 
the affirmative, and 81 in the negative. ‘ 

Mr. HOUSTON then called the attention of the 
House to’a bill which had been some time on their 
tables, for the reduction of the salaries of the cffi- 
cers of the Government, and wes the same, in ef- 
fect, as the bill under discussion, except in rela- 
tion to members of Congress. He was understood 
to intimate that he shon!d hereafter move that bi!! 
as a substitute for the present one. 

Mr. CUSHING opposed a reduciion of the pay 
of members of Congress. It wes a matter of 
principle, and one fairly to be considered, whether 
membeis if ithe legislative department cf ih 
Government should receive any pay whatever. 
They know, by an exjericace of 
such a system in goyerninenis W 
were not paid, that the privilege of occupying seais 
and legislating v exclusively confised to the 
rich, or to meie political adveniurers, who meait 
to make a gain of politics. Inadequate pay could 
not be distinguished trom no payment; for irs 
effec's would be the same, and therefore he was o! 
opinion that members onght to have adequaie pay. 
He contesded, however, that this bill should go to 
a committee, (for it appeared to be the determ::a- 
tion of the House to pass it iuto a law,) so that it 
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» and aiso Opposeu ihe 
bil. In the course of hic remarks, he was interrapted 
by Messrs. THOMPSON of Indiana and SCRIGG,. 

Mr. THOMPSON expressed bis willingness 
withdraw his motion to commit the biil, wits ja- 
siractions, provided iishculd be commited without 
further opposition, and that the gentleman from 
Alabama [Mr. Snrecos] would a'so withdraw his 
-otion forinstructions; to which ar:anpgement Mr. 


~~ 4 


QO. accecea 


to 


Mr. POWELL read for information an ameud- 


ment, which he wished to coffer. It provided that 
the compensation of members should be ¢8 


per day for the first six months of any ses-10n, and 
after tha: time that a progressive reduction of $2 per 
month should take place; aiso for a more equila- 
ble mode of estimating the mileage. 

Mr. COOPER oi Georgia believed that the prop- 
er mede of economizing would be by entting off 
useless salaries and useless expenditures, and not 
by reducing the compensations oi those whe labor- 
ed diligently and faithfully in the public service. 
His obj-cit would be to cconomize time; and that 
would be a substantial and practical economy. 
There were, in his opinion, many oilicers, in all the 
branches of the Government, who had not suffi- 
cient business io fill up their time; and, by dispen- 
sing with these, aad distributing their duties among 
who were retained, a sufficient Ieduction 
would be effected. The same principle might be 
applied to Congress. How many members were 
there who, during the long sessions cf the House, 
from 10 o'clock till 5 or 6, who worked on an 
average of four hours aday? Here was a subject 
for reform, that would be productive of economy. 
Those members of Congress who did their duty 
faithfully did not receive too much; but those who 
did not work should ve left to ther constituents, 
whose duty it was to send more diligent men in 
their places. By properly economizing the time of 
the House, at leaet two months of the session would 
be saved; and here (Mr. C. said) would be a 
double economy. Taeir constituents would not 
only save the amount of their‘ compensations for 
those two months, but, by their returning home 
that much seoner, and engaging in the business of 
their callings, they would add so much to the pro 
duc'ive wealih of the country. 

He would apply this principle to all the depart- 
ments of the Government—to the army, the navy, 
and to the civil department; and, for the purpose 


those 


of effecting anything useful or practical, the Kix- 
ecutive should co-operate. He should be as fa- 
aiitiar with the Blue Book, and the duties of every 
man enrolled init, as ue is with his Bible. He 
should leok into the amount of the work per- 


formed by every public officer; and where he 
found that a man had litiie or nothing to do, be 
should dispense with his services, er recommend to 
Congress to ce’ off his salary. In justification of 
these views, he miebt be excused for following the 
examp! other gentlemen, 
neeivei that there Was an ob- 
ou him, soc long as he remained in 
» fabor diligenily, faubfully, and traty 
vice cf bis constituents. This bad been 
ein that ball and out of it; for the dunes 
ye performed in the hali but a portion of the 
{ets ned him. His practice wes to rise with 
d, it he might say, ‘mat, in the 

ason When fires were required, be had found few 
servents in Washingtin smart eneugh to ris* in 
time to make his fire for him: he had gene ally to 
make it himself. From that time till the reeting 
of the House, ae was always employed; aud while 
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the House was iu session, he made ita rule never 
to be absent, excspt when it was indispensably 
eceSsary. 
Mr. C. was here interrupted by a question from 
“ir, ANDREWS of Ken which was not 
beard. ‘ir. C. went on to explain 


tuely, 
After which 
whai his views of retrenchment and economy were. 
noi believe that economy consisted in re- 
tainiog a number of useless officers, and paying 
them salaries, aud at the same time reducing the 
pay of ihose who labored diligentiy and faithfully 
in the public service. In conclusion, Mr. C. said 
he suvald go for the commitment of the bill; and 
if it cou!d be so amended as to accomplish apy 
useful resuits, he should vote for it. From what 
he had seen, however, be had no expectation of its 
being put in such a suape as to effeet any real and 
substantial reform. 

Mr. BEESON considered this question not as 
one of reducing salaries, but of paying salaries. 
He would ask the chairman of the Committee of 
Ways and Means if he could tell them where the 
money was to come from? Could he tell them 
how much of the ioan had been taken? Could he 
ei] them of the distresses pervading the country in 
consequence of the derangement of the currency? 
Couid he tell them how paper-money had driven 
off hard money, and, dying off iiself, bad left no 
meney at ali? Could he tell them how many of 
our merchants had been driven off to the West? 
Where was the use of passing appropriation laws, 
unless you raise money tc pay (them? Mr. B. said 
he was in favor of this bill. It was the best bill of 
the session; and those w!o called it a humbug 
were humbugging the country. Though he did 
not like it in ail its particulars, yet he was in faver 
of the object it had in view, and he should give it 
his support. He did not approve of the reduction 
of 25 per cent. on all the salaries alike, and he did 
not approve of the reduction of the pay of mem- 
bers of Congress. He believed that the pay of the 
members was pretty nearly right; but, rather than 
give rise to misconstruction of his motives, he 
would vote to reduce it. He was for sending the 
bill to a committee, and for their reporting on it 
immediately, so that there might be some chance 
of passing on it before the end of the session. 

And this, to be sure, is a humbug bill! It is, as 
I believe, the best in principle, and may, by refer- 
ring it to. a committee, be made the best in detail, 
of any which has been reported this session. Ii is the 
true wand of Midas—not for an iadependent, but a 
rag money treasury. Pass it, or the true humbug- 
gers, with their empty boxes, will be shown to the 
wor'd, and the aris!:gegues to their constitnenis. 

Mr. JAMES thcugit it impossible, at this late 
period of the session, to mature such a bill as 
would cffect a wise aud salutary reform; and he 
was opposed to passing :o important a measure 
blindfold, end with so little deliberation. He 
never wasof the opinion that the officers of the 
Government were paid toohigh. If there were 
ioo many Officers, let them be reduced; but be was 
pot for depriving fauhtal and diligent officers of 
any portion of the salaries that had been fixed by 
law, after due consideration and reflection. 

Mr. MeKEON rose to address the House, brt 
yielded the floor to the earnesi appeals ef gentle- 
men around him to let the qvesticn be taken. 

Mr. ELOUSTON then addressed the House for a 
few minutes; ba’, owing to the tumult that pre- 
vaiicd while he was speaking, it was impossible to 
renort him. 

The question was then taken on referring the 
bill to a select committee, and carried without a 
division 

Oa motion of Mr. ARNOLD, the committee was 
orcered to ceansist of nine members. 

Oa motion by Wr. BOTTS, 

The House adjourned. 


He did 
© Uid 


ca 


IN SENATE. 
‘Fraurspay, July 28, 1842. 

Mr. PHELPS said that some time since a reso- 
lution was passed, ins'racting the Committee on 
Public Lands to inquire into the propriety of pass- 
ing a biil ior the relief of the heirs or legal repre- 
sentatives of John Peters; and that that committee 
was subsequently discharged from the considera- 


